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Looking forward . . . do we WANT to be healed? 
 

Thoughts from Bishop David Chislett SSC 

 
In Philippians 3:13-14, St Paul says: ". . . one thing I 
do, forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 
to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus."  
 
The words "I press on" are so important. Looking 
forward, not looking back.  
 
One of the most amazing blockbuster sermons I can 
remember from my teenage years was at a healing 
service. It was one of those few sermons that was 
like a riveting personal counselling session - except 
that there were about 1500 other people present! 
The preacher was basing his remarks, his stories and 
his "therapy" on John 5:1-9 where Jesus asks the 
man by the Pool of Bethesda who had been 
paralysed for 38 years, "Do you want to be healed?"  

 
The preacher pointed out that most people could 
not think of a more stupid question to ask such a 
man.  
 

But he went on to explain how - having been 
slapped down by people, circumstances, bad fortune, 
illness etc. etc. - most of us tend to "settle into" our 
predicaments and allow them to rob us of any 
dreams for the future. Eventually our sickness (or 
whatever the situation is) becomes reassuring like an 
old friend, a crucial part of how we define ourselves 
as persons, and even the means of gaining attention 
or feeling special. If we allow this to happen, 
whether we are talking spiritual, psychological or 
physical sickness (or even - as we would say today - 
"stress"), there comes a point at which any kind of 
intervention by God, including the gift of 
supernatural strength to cope better with our 
circumstances, is more or less unwelcome because of 
the challenge we are then faced with - the challenge 
to define ourselves in some new way . . . by faith.  
 
Regular readers of this blog won't be surprised that I 
have something on this theme by that most practical 
of no-nonsense Anglican spiritual directors, Evelyn 
Underhill. It comes from her book,  
‘Light of Christ: Addresses Given at the House of Retreat at 
Pleshey, UK  (http://www.retreathousepleshey.com/), in 
May, 1932.  
 
In every healing act of Christ, the patient’s own will 
must be called out to complete the cure. 
“Immediately he rose up before them,” says St Luke, 
“and took up that whereon he lay and departed to 
his own house, glorifying God.” He had recognized 
and accepted the gift of healing love and was not 
under the weather any more. His psychological 
renovation was complete. His full manhood, 
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responding to God and His human world, was 
restored and brought into play: That alone is health. 
 
Even the influenza patient is not cured while he still 
crawls about saying, “You see I have had a touch of 
the ‘flu!” but only when he forgets all about it and 
gets on with his normal life. In the same way when 
the healing touch of Christ is laid on our souls, His 
real successes are not those grateful patients who 
never forget how ill they have been and are terribly 
afraid of another temperature: they are the ones 
whose faith and gratitude make them forget 
themselves and their poor little sins, who stand up 
and glorify God and go forward in the new energy of 
His power and love, dropping themselves and their 
unfortunate past.  
 
Some of the greatest of the Saints are among Christ’s 
moral cures — from Mary Magdalene to Charles de 
Foucauld — but they always look forward, not 
backward, with a wonderful combination of fresh 
vigorous initiative and absolute and grateful trust. 
People who “enjoy bad health” whether spiritual or 
physical will never respond to His healing power 
with the fullness and faith He asks.  
 
Now, this is not said in order to make us guilty for 
having been crushed and broken, whether through 
our own fault or through circumstances beyond our 
control, and feeling exhausted by the very thought of 
trying to get onto our feet. Indeed, God's 
community of love - the Church - is to embrace us 
with such compassion, care and real love when we 
reach our lowest point, that a tiny spark of hope for 
a future is created within us, regardless of the past. 
That's all God needs to work with . . . the tiniest 
spark of hope. Every now and then he seems to give 
it to someone "direct from heaven", so to speak. But 
usually we get it through the love, care, nurture, 
support and understanding of others. That then 
gives us the courage to take the risk of being open to 
God's healing power.  
 
It's sad that churches are sometimes not very good at 
doing this, because it is one of the main things God 
wants us to do. Speaking personally, I want to say 
that in a couple of the parishes I've been privileged 
to serve, there have been such reservoirs of love and 
compassion among the people of God, that many 
who had thought of themselves as hopeless have  
 
 

found hope and then healing of one kind or another. 
Laus deo!  

From Bishop David Chislett’s blog…..http://www.fministry.com/ 

 
More trouble in the Church of England…… 

 
with thanks to the Daily Telegraph UK 

 

News from Fr. David… 
 

This season of Trinity has always been a favourite for me: 
perhaps as it is the time when we can expect warm 
weather (although Canada Day this year has turned out to 
be, well, a little bit warm, so that you didn’t need a 
topcoat at least, whilst our friends in the centre of the 
country have been suffering heat stroke and those south 
of the border, in the US of A have been positively 
roasting!), that we can look forward to some holidays, 
that we can enjoy the wonderful spectacle of growth and 
renewal all around us. 

But in that light, I take note of a line in the article above, 
and ask each one of us a question very similar to that 
asked of the sick man by Jesus "Do you want to be 
healed?"  

The question we in the Traditional Anglican Church of 
Canada must ask, weakened as we are by the changes and 
chances of this mortal life, and yet determined to retain 
and grow the faith handed down to us by our forebears 
who attended that great Congress of St. Louis, and who, 
whilst there, decided that what we have in our faith, in 
our Anglican tradition and patrimony, is worth saving, is 
worth promoting, is worth our investment of time, talents 
and treasure, the question is: “Do you want the church to 
be healed?” 

I pose this to you all: that if Jesus Christ was to meet you 
in the shopping mall today and ask you that very 
question, what will your answer be? Because if you 
answer Yes, you have found the greatest support and 
encouragement that you can ever know: for those who 
open their very hearts and minds to His Love for each 
one of us, we will succeed in that Great Commission: we 



can see example of it in our church throughout the world: 
where people have given of their all to build, not for any 
sort of vain glory or tribute, but for the glory of God and 
the growth of His Kingdom here in earth. 

There are many who forget that our work in the church 
has nothing to do with human emotion and desires: it is 
God’s work that we do, and human ambitions have this 
marked tendency to lead us astray, lead us into the 
wilderness of envy and jealousy, of anger and vengeance. 
It is here that we can meet the work of evil in the earth: it 
is anything that is designed to put you at a distance from 
your Lord and Saviour: anything that can put degrees of 
separation between God and man. 

For anyone who has worked with others, you will know 
that the easiest thing that you can do is to find out what 
the other person is doing wrong: and of course you can 
then tell them all this, so that the next time they will do it 
better! Of course the person with whom you are working 
might also find all those things that you are doing wrong, 
and they will find it necessary (only for your own good) 
that they must tell you all of these things, so that you will 
do it better next time. And you leave the work behind 
feeling that you are not worth very much, so perhaps you 
should resign!  

The more difficult path is this: to find out what it is (there 
must be something?) that the ‘other person’ is doing well, 
and help them build on that success, so that their entire 
performance improves, and that they now feel that they 
can do it, they can be a ‘success’!  

In the prayer book, you can find this prayer which I invite 
you to include in your daily devotions during the season 
of Trinity: 

‘O GOD the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only 
Saviour: the Prince of Peace: Give us grace seriously to 
lay to heart the great dangers we are in by our unhappy 
divisions. Take away all enmity and prejudice, and 
whatsoever else may hinder us from godly union and 
concord; that as there is but one Body and one Spirit, and 
one hope of our calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of us all, so we may henceforth be 
all of one heart and of one soul, united in one holy bond 
of truth and peace, of faith and charity, and may with one 
mind and one mouth glorify thee; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.’ 

To be united does not mean everyone has to do the same 
thing. To be united does not mean that we all have to 
wear the same uniform, sing the same songs, read the 
same books, and wave the same flag: no, that would be 
more akin to being dominated by another power. To be 
united in Christ means to respect the other person’s 
point of view, to be honest in your dealing with all 
men and women, to Love your neighbour as 
yourself…..even when your neighbour speaks a different 
language, eats different food, uses a different style of 
worship: because all faithful Christians look to the same 

thing: the second coming of Our Lord and Saviour, the 
promise of salvation for all believers who confess Jesus 
Christ as the Very Son Of God. 

David+ 

 

 
One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex 

standing in the foyer of the church 

staring up at a large plaque.  

It was covered with names  

and small Canadian flags mounted on 

either side of it.  

The six-year old had been staring at the 

plaque for some time, so the pastor 

walked up, stood beside the little boy 

and said quietly,  

'Good morning Alex.'  

'Good morning Pastor,'  

he replied, still focused on the 

plaque.  

'Pastor, what is this?'  

The pastor said,  

'Well son, it's a memorial to  

all the young men and women who 

died in the service.'  

Soberly, they just stood together, staring at the large plaque.  

Finally, little Alex's voice, barely audible and trembling with 

fear asked,  

'Which service, the 8:00 or the 11.00?'\ 

 

 
 

There are many symbols of the trinity in Christianity. The 
Triquetra is a three-part interlocking fish symbol that 
symbolizes the Christian trinity. The word "trinity" comes 
from the Latin noun "trinitas" meaning "three are one." 
The trinity represents the belief that God is one Being 
made up of three distinct Persons who exist in co-equal, 
co-eternal communion as the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. The following verses express the concept of the 
trinity: Matthew 3:16-17; Matthew 28:19; John 14:16-17; 2 
Corinthians 13:14; Acts 2:32-33; John 10:30; John 17:11&21.  

 

http://christianity.about.com/od/symbolspictures/ig

/Christian-Symbols-Glossary/Trinity--Triquetra-.htm 
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Commitment - Integrity - Evangelism  

June 16th 2012 

Archbishop Peter Robinson, 

Archbishop of the United 

Episcopal Church of North 

America  
 

(Which is in full communion with the Anglican Catholic Church, and 

therefore, with us.  DRM+) 

Just over a week ago I spoke at the end of Synod dinner for 

the Anglican Catholic Church's Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic 

States at the invitation of Bishop Lerow, their Episcopal 

Visitor.  The address was not recorded, neither was I 

speaking from notes, but this blog post is an attempt to 

reproduce something of that talk. 

 

As some of you will know, I am something of a railway 

enthusiast, and in particular for Irish Narrow Gauge railways. 

 These were latterly owned by the Irish National Transport 

company C.I.E..  Don't worry, I am not going to talk to you 

about railways, but about a different C-I-E, one that the 

church needs to follow in order to grow.  The CIE of this talk 

is 

 

Commitment 

Integrity 

Evangelism 

 

because without these qualities a church has little chance of 

sustaining itself, let alone growing. 

 

The first aspect I want to look at is Commitment. 

 

The first quality one should look for in a church is 

commitment.  Not commitment to the denomination, a 

particular worship style, or program, but to Christ.  In order 

to grow a Church must be Christ centered, and the reason 

for the decline of so many mainline denominations in the 

USA has been their failure to retain a clear and unequivocal 

commitment to Christ. Jesus tells His disciples that he is "the 

way, the truth and the life" and we, as baptized Christian 

need to live as though we believe that to be utterly true. 

 Our salvation comes not through performing works of the 

Law, or propitiating an angry deity but from faith in Christ. 

 Therefore Christ has to be at the center of our lives, at the 

heart of everything that we do, both as a Church and as 

individuals.  

 

The faith to which are committed as Anglicans is revealed in 

the Scriptures - both Old and New Testament - taught by the 

ancient Fathers, and defined by the seven Ecumenical 

Councils of the Church.  That faith ultimately is nothing less 

than God's revelation of Himself to humanity.  However, 

these ancient Fathers and Councils are not independent 

authorities to Scripture, but expositors of God's Holy Word. 

 We now live some two thousand years after Christ, and we 

are far removed from the original cultural context of the 

Gospel. Yet what His Word tells us is what we need to teach, 

what we need to live by, and what we need to pass on to the 

next generation. 

 

This desire to learn, live and pass on the faith should be at 

the center of our lives as Christians, because whatever 

denominational label we carry, we need to first and 

foremost carry the name of Christian.  We are born again of 

water and the Holy Ghost in baptism, and that effects a 

change in the character of our souls; and we have, as it were 

the mark of Christ upon us.  In confirmation we affirm that 

commitment that was made in our name at our baptism - 

we renounce the Devil and all his works, the vain pomp and 

glory of the word, profess our faith, and commit ourselves to 

be soldiers and servants of Christ, and, through His grace 

alone, to work against sin, and for the Kingdom of God.  We 

are strengthened for that task through the Scriptures, the 

Sacraments, Prayer, and Good Works; and we should keep 

our eyes fixed upon Christ, the author and finisher of our 

faith. 

 

As Anglicans we also need to pursue the integrity of our 

tradition. 

 

There was a time back in the eighteenth century when the 

Anglican clergy were the stupor mundi - the wonder of the 

world for their learning.  Berkeley gets its name from the 

great eighteenth century Anglo-Irish philosopher-bishop, 

George Berkeley of Cloyne, whose form of Positivism was 

very influential in Anglican circles in the mid-1700s.  I very 

much doubt he would approve of the philosophy taught in 

his name sake city today, and that bankruptcy of our 

academic tradition is something that has negatively affected 

the Anglican Church in this country!   John Kaye, who was 

Bishop of Lincoln in the 1820s and 30s got his bishopric in 

part for producing the standard English translation and a 

critical edition of the works of St Justin Martyr.  This seems 

to me a far better reason for being made a bishop than 

being able to tick all the right PC boxes, which seems to be 

what gets you to the top in so many denominations today.  

 

What I am trying to say is that the integrity of the Anglican 
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tradition lies upon good scholarship.  Back in the sixteenth, 

seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries scholars honestly 

endeavored to discover the traditions of the Early Church in 

belief and Worship.  The Anglican Reformation, although 

influenced by Luther, Melancthon, Bucer, Calvin, and others, 

always looked beyond the contemporary reform movements 

back to the Early Church, the Church of the first seven 

centuries.  This influenced its liturgy and organisation, as 

well as helping to drive the scholarly tradition that was so 

much part of the old Anglicanism. 

 

We also have to be aware that after 450 years our church 

has a tradition and an integrity of its own.  I find too many 

Anglicans are a bit too self-conscious about their 

Anglicanism and look over their shoulders at what the 

Roman Catholics, the Orthodox, or the "Methobapticostals" 

are up to.  This seems to me foolishness - especially in view 

of what I have said about the Church needing to look unto 

Christ as the author and finisher of the Faith.  Anglicans are 

Catholic without being Roman; Reformed without being 

Puritan; and Evangelical without falling for the semi-

Pelagianism of Revivalism.  Our safe place, our identity very 

largely derives from a doctrinal commitment to the faith of 

the Church as revealed by Christ and explained by the 

Ancient Fathers and Councils, and the 'worshiping form' 

 given to that theological commitment by the Book of 

Common Prayer. 

 

There is a major need today, especially when so many new 

Anglicans, and even new Anglican priests have come from 

other traditions to educate them thoroughly.  Every diocese 

and ever parish needs to have programs of education not 

just for those entering Holy Orders, but also for lay readers 

and for the laity themselves.  In order to propagate the 

Gospel, we need, as a church, an active and educated laity. 

 

This talk of Education brings me to my 'E' - Evangelism. 

 

Anglicans, like some Presbyterians, have a reputation for 

being God's frozen chosen.  Evangelism is usually something 

that Anglicans know they should be doing, and have a guilty 

conscience about, but when it comes to doing anything - zip, 

nada, nothing!  Well, perhaps an advertisement in the paper 

on Christmas and Easter.  The was a time when we got away 

with this quite well - brand name and the fact that we were 

decent and none too demanding carried us along nicely, as 

evidenced by the year on year growth of the 1920s, 30s 40s, 

and 50s.  The old Episcopal Church peaked in 1963 with a 

membership of 3.4 million.  Since then, there has been 

considerable shrinkage.  I believe the current number is 

somewhere around 2.6 million and falling, and of those 

about 850,000 gets themselves through the door with 

reasonable regularity on a Sunday.  The fact of the matter is 

that no-one has to go to Church anymore - Walmart is open! 

 A large element in the media, and in political life look down 

on those with a traditional Christian faith as being narrow, 

bigoted, and backwards.  There are very, very few positive 

images of Christians on TV, and the cultural Left in this 

country seems to be engaged in a Kulturkampf against the 

Church.  Yet despite all this preaching from the TV of a new 

humanity, which does not need the old moral restraints, 

man's basic problems of how to be at peace with God and 

with himself still remain.  The moral battleground today is 

marriage, which the secular progressive wish to reinterpret 

away from its tradition ends of the procreation of children, 

the avoidance of sin, and the mutual help and society of a 

man and a woman such as is laid down in Scripture 

beginning with Genesis into some sort of a free for all based 

on the concept that only erotic love is important.  I am 

taking bets on whether it will be a Unitarian or an 

Episcopalian minister that performs the first human-animal 

marriage.  What is evident is that most of the mainstream 

churches have ducked out of maintaining traditional 

doctrine, tradition morality, and evangelism, and in many 

respects have co-opted themselves as handmaids of the new 

Paganism. 

 

If I were to ask you which is the largest province of the 

Anglican Communion I am sure that many of you would 

answer England.  Up until a few years ago that would have 

been correct.  With 26,000,000 baptized (most of whom 

never darken the doors) the Church of England was the 

biggest Church in the Anglican Communion.  However, they 

have been surpassed - can anyone tell me who by? 

 

(voice off - Nigeria) 

 

That's right - Nigeria.  The last time I checked there were 

26.4 million Nigerian Anglicans, against 25.8 million English, 

and what is more to the point most of those Nigerian 

Anglicans are in church on a Sunday, not down the English 

version of Lowe's or Home Depot.   Why is the Church in 

Nigeria - or for that matter Kenya, Uganda, South Sudan, or 

Rwanda - so successful?  They have the commitment to 

Christ, and the Integrity that I spoke of earlier.  And besides 

this they Evangelize.  American Episcopalians and Anglicans 

have a bad habit of saying that evangelism is the clergy's 

function - but it is not.  IT IS EVERY CHRISTIAN'S 

RESPONSIBILITY.  Every member of the Church needs to be 

an Evangelist.  Everyone of us has to have that commitment, 

that desire to bring folks into the Church.  That way our 

churches will grow and more importantly more people will 



be committed to Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 

 

One thing we need to realize is that the mission field is no 

longer Africa, India, Korea, but here.  The mission field starts 

two inches outside of that door.  American Christianity is 

widespread right now, but it is not very deep; hence the 

success of the non-denominational mega-church with its feel 

good worship and soundbite preaching.  American 

Evangelical Christianity is ripe for a collapse, and who will 

succeed it - Islam?  Socialism - that great secular religion? Or 

will the old churches come back again? 

 

The whole church needs to commit to outreach and 

Evangelism in the new American Mission field.  The best 

news of all though is that it does not involve you preaching 

on street corners, or dishing out tracts, or knocking on the 

doors of strangers.  We simply need to take to heart 

something that the Bishops of the Anglican Church of 

Nigeria say is the foundation of their growth.  It involves a 

very simple commitment that every member of the Church 

bring one new person to church each year, and then mentor 

them for three years - 1 + 1 + 3.  Imagine what that could do 

in your parish 30 become 60, then 120, then you have to 

start thinking about planting a new Church.  We need that 

sort of growth not just to grow but to survive and become a 

living and vital force, preaching the Good News of Jesus 

Christ in this country.  

 

That brings me back to my C - I - E. 

 

We need to be, as Continuing Anglicans 

 

Committed to Christ; be faithful to our Anglican 

Integrity; and Evangelize.   If we commit ourselves to be 

this, and do this, then the Church will grow, and Christ will 

be Glorified.  

Subscribe to the Trinitarian for US$25.00 
per annum, or 

US$20.00 for the electronic edition. 

Send correspondence to: The Trinitarian, 6413 S. Elati St., 
Littleton, CO 80120, USA 

 

 

 

The Africa Appeal 
 
You can now send donations to either  
St. Bride’s or St. Columba’s 
Tax receipts will be issued 
 
Your support is important for this 
essential mission activity!    

 

 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 

 
I  BELIEVE IN GOD - Part 2. 

 

 
I met Christ as a Person 

at a moment when I needed 

him in order to live, and at 

a moment when I was not 

in search of him. I was 

found; I did not find him. I 

was a teenager then. Life 

had been difficult in the 

early years and now it had 

of a sudden become easier. 

All the years when life had been hard I had found 

it natural, if not easy, to fight; but when life 

became easy and happy I was faced quite 

unexpectedly with a problem: I could not accept 

aimless happiness. Hardships and suffering had to 

be overcome, there was something beyond them. 

Happiness seemed to be stale if it had no further 

meaning. As it often happens when you are young 

and when you act with passion, bent to possess 

either everything or nothing, I decided that I would 

give myself a year to see whether life had a 

meaning, and if I discovered it had none I would 

not live beyond the year. 

Months passed and no meaning appeared on 

the horizon. One day, it was during Lent, and I was 

then a member of one of the Russian youth 

organizations in Paris, one of our leaders came up 

to me and said, 'We have invited a priest to talk to 

you, come'. I answered with violent indignation 

that I would not. I had no use for Church. I did not 

believe in God. I did not want to waste any of my 

time. Then my leader explained to me that 

everyone who belonged to my group had reacted in 

Mantegna's St. Mark 
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exactly the same way, and if no one came we 

would all be put to shame because the priest had 

come and we would be disgraced if no one 

attended his talk. My leader was a wise man. He 

did not try to convince me that I should listen 

attentively to his words so that I might perhaps 

find truth in them: 'Don't listen,' he said. 'I don't 

care, but sit and be a physical presence'. That much 

loyalty I was prepared to give to my youth 

organization and that much indifference I was 

prepared to offer to God and to his minister. So I 

sat through the lecture, but it was with increasing 

indignation and distaste. The man who spoke to us, 

as I discovered later, was a great man, but I was 

then not capable of perceiving his greatness. I saw 

only a vision of Christ and of Christianity that was 

profoundly repulsive to me. When the lecture was 

over I hurried home in order to check the truth of 

what he had been saying. I asked my mother 

whether she had a book of the Gospel, because I 

wanted to know whether the Gospel would support 

the monstrous impression I had derived from this 

talk. I expected nothing good from my reading, so 

I counted the chapters of the four Gospels to be 

sure that I read the shortest, not to waste time 

unnecessarily. And thus it was the Gospel 

according to St Mark which I began to read. 

I do not know how to tell you of what 

happened. I will put it quite simply and those of 

you who have gone through a similar experience 

will know what came to pass. While I was reading 

the beginning of St Mark's gospel, before I reached 

the third chapter, I became aware of a presence. I 

saw nothing. I heard nothing. It was no 

hallucination. It was a simple certainty that the 

Lord was standing there and that I was in the 

presence of him whose life I had begun to read 

with such revulsion and such ill-will, 

This was my basic and essential meeting with 

the Lord. From then I knew that Christ did exist. I 

knew that he was thou, in other words that he was 

the Risen Christ. I met with the core of the 

Christian message, that message which St Paul 

formulated so sharply and clearly when he said, 'If 

Christ is not risen we are the most miserable of all 

men'. Christ was the Risen Christ for me, because 

if the One Who had died nearly 2000 years before 

was there alive, he was the Risen Christ. I 

discovered then something absolutely essential to 

the Christian message — that the Resurrection is 

the only event of the Gospel which belongs to 

history not only past but also present. Christ rose 

again, twenty centuries ago, but he is the Risen 

Christ as long as history continues. Only in the 

light of the Resurrection did everything else make 

sense to me. Because Christ was alive and I had 

been in his presence I could say with certainty that 

what the Gospel said about the Crucifixion of the 

prophet of Galilee was true, and the centurion was 

right when he said, 'Truly he is the Son of God'. It 

was in the light of the Resurrection that I could 

read with certainty the story of the Gospel, 

knowing that everything was true in it because the 

impossible event of the Resurrection was to me 

more certain than any event of history. History I 

had to believe, the Resurrection I knew for a fact. I 

did not discover, as you see, the Gospel beginning 

with its first message of the Annunciation, and it 

did not unfold for me as a story which one can 

believe or disbelieve. It began as an event that left 

all problems of disbelief because it was direct and 

personal experience. 

Then I went on reading the Gospel and I 

discovered a certain number of things which I 

believe to be essential to the Christian faith, to the 

attitude of the Christian to the world and to God. 

The first thing that struck me is that God, as 

revealed to us in Christ, is everyone's God. He is 

not the God of a nation, or a confession, or of a 

denomination, or a more or less peculiar group, he 

is everyone's creator? Lord and Saviour. In him I 

discovered that the whole world had cohesion; that 

mankind was one; that differences and divergences 

were not final and decisive, because we were loved 

of God; all of us equally, although we were called 

to serve him in a variety of ways, with a variety of 

gifts, and with a very different depth and width of 

knowledge. But the greater the knowledge, the 

greater the closeness, the greater the responsibility 

in a world that God loved so much that he gave his 

only begotten Son, for him to die that the world 

may live. 

The second thing I discovered was that God not 

only does not want us to be subservient to him, but 

that he stands as none other for the dignity of man. 

He refuses to accept us as slaves; he does not 

permit us to forsake our dignity of sons and of 

children. Remember the parable of the Prodigal 

Son. In his humiliation the Prodigal Son is 

prepared to recognize that he is not worthy to be 

called any more a son, but in his longing to be 

accepted again into the forsaken household of the 

father he is prepared to be admitted into it as a 

servant. Yet when he comes to making his 



confession the father allows him to say, only 'I am 

not worthy to be called thy son,' but he interrupts 

him then because his son can be an unworthy son, 

but cannot be a worthy servant. Sonship is a gift 

that cannot be lost, although it can be profaned. 

This vision of a God who has respect for human 

dignity, who stands for it, who will not accept any 

debased relationship with man, filled me with 

admiration and with respect and with incipient love 

for him. And as a corollary — the  

acceptance by God of utter humiliation and 

abasement. All the gods of the Ancient World were 

great: they were the sum total of all that was 

valued and admired — justice, wisdom, goodness, 

power. Only God revealed in Christ defeats human 

imagination, could not be invented by man: a God 

made in the image of the servant, vulnerable, 

despised, humiliated, rejected, contemptible, 

defeated, killed, ruled out, unredeemed in the eyes 

of men. A God no one would wish to invent or to 

have — a God one can discover when he reveals 

himself. A God one accepts with awe and with 

fear-because he calls us to be like him, upturning 

all values and giving new meaning to all things. 

Then I discovered that the world was dear to 

God. That he had not only made the world to 

remain afterwards its Creator and become later its 

Judge. He had created the world in an act of love, 

and he had never become alien and indifferent to 

this world he had thus created. The Incarnation 

unfolded itself (and I am now speaking no longer 

of this first primeval experience of mine, but of 

something that has developed in the course of 

years), the Incarnation unfolded itself in a variety 

of meanings of depth. But not only of meanings, 

for the basic experience of reality remained always 

untouched. 
To be continued…. 

 
 

 
STEWARDSHIP AND YOUR PARISH  
 

An unfortunate consequence for many of us in the 
‘fall-out’ from some of the challenges that we all have 
had to face in the past couple of years is the 
uncertainty that this has provoked for those who have 
been planning their bequests and had intended to 
leave money to a parish which now has ceased to exist, 
in some cases, or which is in a fragile financial 
condition.  
 
‘If I leave my money there, what happens if they 
decide to do something I would never support, if I had 
still been there to express my opinion?’ 
 
Some of us have had to make amendments or add 
codicils to our wills, to protect the estate for our 
families. This is one more thing to do and not one 
which we find easy or comfortable: but given the 
current policies of the Canadian Revenue Agency 
(CRA), it should be one of the more important things 
that we need to address before the time comes that 
we are no longer able to make clear our intentions. 
Under Canadian law, any money left to a charity, such 
as the parish, can be designated for a particular 
purpose: this can be for a building fund, for clergy 
support and training, for missions and outreach, etc. 
Or it can be left for the use of the parish as the parish 
determines need.  
 
If that parish is dissolved, ceases to exist, then nay 
funds still in the account at that time must be 
distributed to another registered Canadian charity: 
perhaps a sister parish, or the national church, when,  
 

 
after synod in the fall, it will have acquired charitable 
status. 
 
So, if you are looking at estate planning, the parish to 
which you belong might benefit greatly from the 
security which you can offer, and, at the same time, 
you can be assured that the funds you decide to 
bequeath will be used for the very purpose that you 
have determined - it is suggested that you might want 
to discuss the needs beforehand with either the priest 
or the wardens & treasurer of the parish – as being the 
need to which you want to respond.   
 

 

 
Editor’s Cartoon 

 
 
 
 
  
Hug a stranger 
We’re all relatives if we 
Go back far enough! 

 
 
 
 
Why do they do that??? 
If you have any questions about what happens during divine 
worship, let us know with a short note to the editor 
(fergusonwest@shaw.ca) and we will try and give you the 
answer in the next Emerald Echo. 
 

mailto:fergusonwest@shaw.ca


News from Africa……………… 
 
One of the benefactors had said that if we print 
photographs, make them a bit bigger (& don’t just 
show a bunch of clergy and people, but show 
something that will tell us a bit about the people, 
and their lives’. 

 
The is one of the new parishes in Cameroon: Fr. 
Alphonse is moving ahead with projects as fast as 
he and the other clergy can, in response to the 
great demand from both city dwellers in Yaoundé 
and those in the countryside around. The [problem 
is the endless search for adequate funding to 
enable the construction of the new church 
buildings, or at the very least, some sort of shelter 
for the altar and the sanctuary to protect the Body 
and Blood of Christ from the frequent and very 
heavy tropical rains! 
 
Of course, at the end of the school year, there has 
to be a big assembly and a bit of a party as well! 
The school has 3 classes each with up to 40 
children. The school principal is Mr. Ateba Anicet, 

who is supported by 4 teachers. The school is fee 
paying, and most parents have   been able  to  pay  
\their fees: with help received from Anglican Aid 
Abroad in Australia, the school has been able to 
pay the teachers, and is looking forward to the 
next school year: with the grand plans to try and 
build their own building near the church, thus 
saving mo0ney on rental accommodation. Just one 
problem: how to pay for the land that is needed? 
 
These children are the future of the nation: 
wherever we line: and especially in countries like 
Cameroon and the DRC, where the need is even 
greater! 
 

 
 
Note that 100% of the funds received by the 
Appeal are sent to the projects and the parishes to 
ensure their healthy growth and development. 

David+ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ALL SOULS’ MEMORIAL LIST 
 

 

 

July        1   Alfred Woolcock (Bishop) 

       11   Douglas Palmer 

       12   James Corps (Priest) 

       15   Sydney J. McLean 

       15   Charles Parrott 

       17   Jerome Bond 

       17   Elizabeth Bond 

       21   Peggy Steacey 

       25   Ruth Whitworth 

       27   William Woroniak 

       28   Charles Lee Abbott (Priest) 

       29   Barbara Boake 

       29   Gertrude Todd 

       30   O’Neill Gaétan Cote (Priest) 

       30   Joyce Frances Lucille Fraser 

       31   Marion Maud Whalley 

 

Aug.   1   Henry Lyman Corey 

               1   Frederick Feilding Wilkins       

               7   Henry Nelson Campbell 

             10   John Livingston Campbell 

       10   Florence May Thomas 
       23   Brian Cowan (Priest)  

        23   Roland J. Palmer, SSJE (Priest)   
             23   Edward L. Wilkin (Archdeacon) 

             25   Athol Redmond  

             26   Gertrude Chrichton Greene 

             26   Mary Elizabeth Helen Redmond 

        29   John Woroniak  

 

                          
PARISH 

BARBECUE 
 

 St. Bride’s 
Annual Parish 
Barbecue will take 
place on July 28, 

2012 at the Ferguson’s, 20895 
Camwood Ave., Maple Ridge, 
beginning any time after 4:30pm. for 
5:00pm dinner.  You are welcome! 

 

Services for July – August 2012 
                    

                                   St. Bride      St. Columba  

 
July 1 Trinity IV Mass Matins 

July8 Trinity V Evensong Mass 

July 15 Trinity VI Mass Matins 

July 22 Trinity VII 
Evensong and 
Litany Mass 

July 29 Trinity VIII Mass Matins 

Aug.  5 Trinity IX Mass Matins 

Aug  12 Trinity X Evensong Mass 

Aug. 19 Trinity XI Mass Matins 

Aug. 26 Trinity XII Evensong Mass 

    

    

    

    

    

    
    
    
    
    

 

 
  

 

  

    

Contact Editor: : fergusonwest@shaw.ca                              
Fr. David Marriott SSC 604-551-4660  or 

drm27@hotmail.com.ca                        
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