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Recently I browsed through a book just 

published by one of the Assistant 

Bishops of Brisbane detailing the history 

of Anglicanism in southern Queensland.  

As I am a child of the 1940’s, I was 

particularly keen to look up the 1950’s 

and early 1960’s when I was in my pre 

20’s and the faith of the Church was 

fearlessly proclaimed in our neck of the 

woods. 

 

It seems my memories were accurate.  

The Bishop recounts that at that time the 

Church was strong and vibrant.  

Attendances were the best ever seen.  

Churches were being built.  Vocations to 

the Priesthood and the Religious Life 

were flourishing.  Organisations were 

flush with members.  Sunday Schools 

were well attended.  Support for 

overseas missions and for charity work 

at home was strong and converts were 

regularly being received into local 

parishes. 

 

Now, members of the ACC will be 

interested to know that all this coincided 

with the time when the Anglican Church 

in our neighbourhood proclaimed the 

same faith as we do and worshipped as 

we do.  That revival that swept through 

much of the Anglican Church from 1833 

onwards gave us Archbishops Wand, 

Halse and Strong, all of blessed memory.  

It also influenced many of their 

predecessors as well. 

 

Trouble was to come.  Looking at the 

changes that wracked the Church from 

the mid 1960’s onwards, Malcolm 

Muggeridge remarked, “Just when the 

Church might have carried the day, it 

lowered the drawbridge and let in the 

world.”  This was certainly true of the 

Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches, 

and within a short time all the facets of 

Church life, including some not 

mentioned above, began to crumble and 

even disappear.  Only where bishops 

stood firm was the process delayed. 

 

Pope John XXIII, one of the many 

Church leaders enticed by the 

developing spirit of the age, believed he 

was opening the windows of the Church 

to let some fresh air in.  But both 

Anglicans and Roman Catholics ended 

up with the foul fumes of secular 

thought with rampant heresy spiced up 

with the wisdom of the extreme Left 

flowing through the corridors of 

ecclesiastical power.  It was a toxic brew 

eagerly set about drowning the milk and 

honey of the Promised Land. 

 

Now Anglicans need not have rushed to 

vandalise their churches, throw out 
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traditions that expressed the Faith, take 

up street marches in company with Left 

wing atheists or Communists, hold joint 

services with whatever denomination 

was on the corner opposite or adopt 

liturgies carefully shorn of any doctrinal 

content that expressed the truth, but it 

was the rebellious Spirit of the Age and 

everybody wanted to be ‘more up to date 

than thou’, or, rather, ‘you’. 

 

Let’s confine ourselves to one source of 

the Church’s rapid decline.  With Pope 

John XXIII mentioning ‘ecumenism’ in 

some of the decrees of his Vatican 

Council II, an organisation that had been 

growing quietly and promoting a 

doctrinally bare Christianity began to 

make rapid strides.  In keeping with the 

times, it embraced a Left wing; 

sometimes even Communist agenda, 

overlaid with an aura of ‘niceness’, 

something which has an immediate 

appeal to many Anglicans, so naturally 

we belonged to it. 

 

This was the World Council of Churches 

and its affiliates, the National and Local 

Councils of Churches that exist in many 

countries.  Under its broad and wide 

spreading wings, denominations of all 

sorts and sizes from the heretical to the 

doctrinally orthodox could find a happy 

home.  As was said of them, ‘They 

agreed on much because they believed 

very little.’  Pay your dues and be 

politically active was sufficient to gain a 

welcome. 

While doctrines mattered not one scrap, 

politics certainly did.  Somewhere I hope 

I still have a copy of a letter sent to me 

from one of their Australian officials in 

response to something I had said in a 

newspaper.  In it he freely admitted that 

some money they had sent from here to a 

certain Robert Mugabe had been used to 

buy military items including machine 

guns.  Mugabe was, at the time, one of 

the darlings of the Communist world 

fighting to overthrow colonialism and 

usher in the new golden age of socialist 

glory etc.  Modern Zimbabwe is the 

result. 

 

At first glance, then, it would seem 

strange that such a body should claim to 

be dedicated to the unity of Christianity 

but looking more deeply at its activities, 

we can see why it weakened rather than 

strengthened the faith of those who 

belonged to it.  The WCC issued 

doctrinally bare liturgies, glossed over 

differences of belief, encouraged joint 

worship and acted generally as if truth 

did not exist, only opinion.  The WCC 

did it all in a hippie style pink fog of 

“luv”, a fashionable word at the time. 

 

So Anglicans, in many cases, were lured 

from the Catholic Faith of the creeds 

into the belief that ‘all had won and all 

shall get prizes’ as the Queen said to 

Alice over there in Wonderland.  

‘Ecumenism’ became ‘Ecumania’, a 

burning desire to achieve Church unity 

with any group, anywhere, anytime and 

at any cost. 

 

In order to achieve this lowest-common-

denomination goal, everything could be, 

and often was, jettisoned, as in the case 

of the ‘Church of North India’.  

However, with ‘change’ as the order of 

the day everywhere, much of the 

Anglican leadership was happy to water 

down, modernise, keep up with the 

times, be ecumenical and finally some 

would even go ‘inter-faith’ that warm 

fuzzy conclusion that springs inevitably 

from ‘inter-church’, Ecumania’s beloved 

daughter. 

 



Is it any wonder that, in all the 

confusion, people lost faith in the 

Church and its leadership?  Everything 

they had was suddenly snatched from 

them by the people they trusted.  Parish 

churches looked more like Baptist 

conventions and even God Himself was 

addressed as if He knew nothing – ‘God, 

you are the Creator …’ 

 

Perhaps I sound cynical, but that heady 

mix of VAT 2 from Rome, Ecumania 

from the WCC spiced with a big dash of 

secular ‘wisdom’, much of it a la Left 

wing, was enough to blow the mind of 

any sane person and produce the 

‘liberals’ who have been in charge since 

the late 1960’s.  Thus, we find that even 

the Scriptures can be rewritten.  “I am 

the Way, the Truth and the Life” must 

give way to ‘I am a way, a truth and a 

life and so are Mohammed, Buddha, 

Krishna, Zoroaster, Joseph Smith etc.’  

The former was much too narrow, 

restrictive and bigoted but the latter is 

more ‘loving’. 

 

Fortunately for us, we are free from the 

delusions of the 1960’s onwards.  No 

Synod in the ACC is ever likely to 

propose a Church unity scheme with the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons or the 

church of the prophet Joseph Kimbangu 

or anybody else unless there is complete 

agreement on doctrine, discipline and 

worship.  Nor are we likely to abandon 

missionary work amongst those in 

heresy or the heathen.  We take seriously 

the command of Our Lord to preach the 

Gospel to every people, nation and 

tongue. 

 

If you have fears we shall commence 

inter-faith discussions with a council of 

Imams in Afghanistan on the subject, 

‘Islam the religion of peace’, you may 

rest easily.  Such is not, nor ever going 

to be on our agenda.  You may also 

enjoy your ham sandwich and bacon and 

eggs as we will not be giving them up as 

a sign of solidarity with Judaism.  

However, if a Mohammedan or a Jew 

wishes to know about Our Lord, we shall 

willingly oblige. 

 

The unpleasant facts about the World 

Council of Churches, its way and its 

effects on Anglicanism were 

acknowledged in “The Affirmation of St. 

Louis”, the ACC’s charter for action.  

This shows that those who were present 

at the St. Louis meeting recognised the 

dangers that council presents to 

authentic, orthodox Christianity.  Hence 

we do not and will not belong to it. 

 

Consequently, this means we shall 

remain faithful to the teaching of the 

Church as it has come down to us from 

the apostolic age.  So I repeat that union 

schemes will involve agreement in truth, 

not a promise that we shall all be nice to 

one another, and worship will express 

doctrine, not the latest fad of fancy.  

Missionary work will continue unabated 

– only selfishness would prevent our 

sharing the greatest treasure humanity 

possesses, the Catholic Faith, with the 

whole world.  Such is what the Church 

has done in every age when it was 

faithful to the words of Our Lord and we 

see no reason to alter that course. 

 

God bless you all, yours sincerely, 

 Rev. Fr. N.D. Nixon 

 Parish Priest 

 



News from Fr. David…… 

I read today that scientists are once more 

debating the topic of global warming: if 

seems that as we continue to burn coal, 

drive cars, cut down trees, whereas the 

hypothesis of global warming would 

indicate that warming would continue to 

increase as such ‘toxic’ emissions 

increased, the actual data collected over 

the past ten or so years, indicates that the 

opposite of the hypothesis is happening: 

so despite an increase in ‘toxic’ emissions, 

global warming has ceased to increase: it 

has ‘plateaued’! 

Now, one of the arguments that this is 

just a sort of blip in the data, & that ten 

years is not long enough to determine 

such trend lines, is actually very sound: as 

the accepted data sets for this sort of 

research measures change occurring over 

centuries and millennia. 

But the very reappearance of the 

argument allows those of us who believe 

in the immanent power of the Creator, 

our Father in heaven above, to reassert 

the necessity to accept the lesson we hear 

from our God: and that is very different 

from some of the scientific predictions 

being disseminated.  

The scientists and the bureaucrats, and the 

politicians who accept their forecasts all 

seem to have one basic opinion: it is 

man’s fault that we have these problems, 

and it is up to man to solve them. But 

man for all his understanding and wisdom, 

cannot solve these basic problems without 

help: and that help comes from the Holy 

Spirit, ‘of the Father and the Son; not 

made, nor created, but proceeding’ (The 

Creed of St. Athanasius.) 

When Nebuchadnezzar invaded 

Jerusalem, those left in the city 

determined that they would go to Egypt. 

Jeremiah, having the word of the Lord, 

told them: ‘They are not humbled even 

unto this day, neither have they feared, 

nor walked in my law, nor in my statutes, 

that I set before you and before your 

fathers. Therefore thus saith the LORD of 

hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will set 

my face against you for evil, and to cut off 

all Judah. And I will take the remnant of 

Judah, that have set their faces to go into 

the land of Egypt to sojourn there, and 

they shall all be consumed, and fall in the 

land of Egypt; they shall even be 

consumed by the sword and by the 

famine: they shall die, from the least even 

unto the greatest, by the sword and by the 

famine: and they shall be an execration, 

and an astonishment, and a curse, and a 

reproach. For I will punish them that 

dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have 

punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by the 

famine, and by the pestilence.’ (Jeremiah 

49.10-13) 

But the people did not listen: they went to 

Egypt, and they were destroyed there. 

Because they did not humble themselves: 

as Jeremiah writes: How long is it since 

you read or heard of someone in high and 

public office ‘humbling themselves’ for 

errors past or present?  

Does global warming exist or not? The 

scientists appear to argue between 

themselves: both as to the hypothesis 

itself, and even more vigorously as to the 

remedy. Perhaps a measured dose of faith 



in Our Lord Jesus Christ, administered 

three times a day in divided dose would 

help us all to see the Way, the Truth and 

the Life?? 

David+ 

 
In the light of the above, and the question as to 

the high and mighty of the temporal world 

humbling themselves, the excerpt that follows is 

from a longer interview with Pope Francis I: 

perhaps he is setting the temporal world an 

example? (With thanks to Bishop David Chislett SSC) 

 

The exclusive interview with Pope 

Francis 
Editor’s Note: This interview with Pope Francis 

took place over the course of three meetings 

during August 2013 in Rome. The interview was 

conducted in person by Antonio Spadaro, S.J., 

editor in chief of La Civiltà Cattolica, the Italian 

Jesuit journal. Full interview at: 

(http://www.thinkingfaith.org/articles/20130919

_1.pdf) 

 

‘I ask Pope Francis point-blank: “Who is Jorge 

Mario Bergoglio?” He stares at me in silence. I 

ask him if I may ask him this question. He nods 

and replies: “I do not know what might be the 

most fitting description.... 

I am a sinner. This is the most accurate 

definition. It is not a figure of speech, a literary 

genre. I am a sinner.” 

The pope continues to reflect and concentrate, as 

if he did not expect this question, as if he were 

forced to reflect further. “Yes, perhaps I can say 

that I am a bit astute, that I can adapt to 

circumstances, but it is also true that I am a bit 

naïve. Yes, but the best summary, the one that 

comes more from the inside and I feel most true 

is this: I am a sinner whom the Lord has looked 

upon.” And he repeats: “I am one who is looked 

upon by the Lord. I always felt my motto, 

Miserando atque Eligendo [By Having Mercy 

and by Choosing Him], was very true for me.” 

The motto is taken from the Homilies of Bede the 

Venerable, who writes in his comments on the 

Gospel story of the calling of Matthew: “Jesus 

saw a publican, and since he looked at him with 

feelings of love and chose him, he said to him, 

‘Follow me.’” The pope adds: “I think the Latin 

gerund miserando is impossible to translate in 

both Italian and Spanish. I like to translate it with 

another gerund that does not exist: 

misericordiando [“mercy-ing”]. 

Pope Francis continues his reflection and says, 

jumping to another topic: “I do not know Rome 

well. I know a few things. These include the 

Basilica of St. Mary Major; I always used to go 

there. I know St. Mary Major, St. Peter’s...but 

when I had to come to Rome, I always stayed in 

[the neighbourhood of] Via della Scrofa. From 

there I often visited the Church of St. Louis of 

France, and I went there to contemplate the 

painting of ‘The Calling of St. Matthew,’ by 

Caravaggio. “That finger of Jesus, pointing at 

Matthew. That’s me. 

I feel like him. Like Matthew.” Here the pope 

becomes determined, as if he had finally found 

the image he was looking for: “It is the gesture 

of Matthew that strikes me: he holds on to his 

money as if to say, ‘No, not me! No, this money 

is mine.’ Here, this is me, a sinner on whom the 

Lord has turned his gaze. And this is what I said 

when they asked me if I would accept my 

election as pontiff.” Then the pope whispers in 

Latin: “I am a sinner, but I trust in the infinite 

mercy and patience of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

I accept in a spirit of penance.” 

 

 

 

 

What is prayer? 
Bishop David Chislett SSC 

 

 
 

Prayer is, quite simply, our friendship, our daily 

relationship, with God. It is responding from 

deep within to his love, bringing before him our 

worship and our hopes, as well as our brokenness 

and our fears. It is listening for God as well as 

speaking. In prayer, God strengthens and 
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supports us as we open our hearts and minds to 

him.  

 

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 

Unuttered or expressed, 

The motion of a hidden fire 

That trembles in the breast. 

 

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 

The falling of a tear, 

The upward glancing of an eye, 

When none but God is near. 

 

Prayer is the simplest form of speech 

That infant lips can try; 

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 

The Majesty on high. 

 

Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 

The Christian’s native air, 

Our watchword at the gates of death, 

We enter heaven with prayer. 

 - James Montgomery (1771-1854) in The 

English Hymnal, 474 

 

Because prayer is essentially “being with God,” 

it does not consist primarily in the words we say. 

 

Words are important, of course, especially in the 

communal prayer of the Church. And some 

words have been hallowed by centuries of use. 

They are the “mantras” of the Christian tradition, 

having come to us across the centuries laden 

with their ancient power to raise our hearts and 

minds to God. 

 

It is sad that 

arguments continue 

in churches of 

various traditions 

about whether set 

prayers or 

spontaneous prayers 

are best. Some 

regard utter 

spontaneity as the 

best indication of 

particular closeness 

to God. Others 

would never dream of departing from the set 

words of a prayer book. 

 

Set words are very useful in public worship, for 

the celebration of the sacraments, and for 

landmark gatherings such as weddings and 

funerals. Ancient liturgical services in poetic 

language that is truly beautiful, help us to enter 

the great river of prayer that has formed and 

refreshed our community through the centuries.  

 

In private prayer, however, there are no hard and 

fast rules. It’s a matter of what is appropriate and 

meaningful for us personally. That can vary in 

different circumstances and at different points in 

our spiritual journey. Some people just “chat” to 

God; others like to sing hymns, psalms, worship 

choruses or simple Taizé chants; others use a 

prayer language (“speaking in tongues” ) the 

Holy Spirit has given them; still others stick to 

their books of devotion. 

 

Anglican clergy, 

like those of other 

traditional 

churches, are 

committed daily to 

a set structure of 

psalmody, readings 

and prayer that 

(with the Eucharist) 

forms the 

scaffolding of the 

spiritual life. I 

observe growing 

numbers of lay people incorporating abbreviated 

versions of these forms into their own life of 

prayer. 

 

The reality is that the daily prayer life of most 

Christian people is a blend of silence, 

spontaneity and set prayers. This ought not 

surprise us, for the Gospels clearly indicate that 

such was the experience of Jesus in the days of 

his earthly sojourn. 

 

Fr Robert Llewelyn (1909-2008), a much loved 

Anglican spiritual director, puts this into 

perspective and expresses perfectly the 

relationship between even the most beautiful of 

our words and the movement of love which is the 

essence of our praying:  

 

“The important thing is that the intention to pray 

remains, ourselves meanwhile attending gently 

to the words as the Holy Spirit enables us, 

knowing that the heart is at prayer even though 

the mind may wander from time to time. We 

have to remember that the real prayer lies 

beyond the words in the inclination and the 

offering of the heart, and the function of the 

words is to set the heart free to pray. The words 

may be seen as banks of a river enabling it to 



remain deep and flowing. Without the banks, the 

waters would scatter and become shallow and 

even stagnant. A similar danger is open to prayer 

when the framework in which it freely flows is 

removed. Yet the prayer is not the framework, 

but lies beyond. And just as when the river flows 

into the sea, the banks are left behind, so when 

prayer flows more deeply into God, the words, 

having served their purpose, will drop away.” 

  - in With Pity Not With Blame, p. 54-55 

 

http://www.fministry.com/2013/09/prayer-

words-that-we-say.html 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Bible Study 

The group meets at the 

Ferguson’s, (T. 604-463-5300) 

on every second & fourth 

Thursday (from September 12th)  

20895 Camwood Ave.., Maple 

Ridge 

Topic: ‘The Gospel of St. Luke’ 

Mass 7.00 pm, discussion to 

follow. 

 

Subscribe to the Trinitarian for 
US$22.00 per annum, or 

US$20.00 for the electronic 

edition. 
Send correspondence to: The Trinitarian, 6413 

S. Elati St., Littleton, CO 80120, USA 

 
 

 
If you wish to receive the Emerald 

Echo electronically, please drop a 

note to the editor at 

fergusonwest@shaw.ca 

 
 

News from 
Africa……………… 
 

This past week, in the September 
Africa Appeal letter, I wrote that we 
had no funds for the widow’s 
agriculture project in Mosho, Sud 
Kivu, DRC.  
 
So, on Tuesday the 17th September, I 
received a phone call telling me that 
the parish has just received a cheque 
for $1000 for Africa: and the amount 

The manioc harvest: waiting for processing**.        



we need for the widow’s project is – 
you guessed it - $1000.  

 
Fufu, or cassava 
bread, is made in 
Africa by first 
pounding 
cassava in a 
mortar to make 
flour, which is 
then sifted before 
being put in hot 
water to become 
fufu. The image 
shows fufu being 
prepared in 
Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo. 

 
So now, one group of women in 
Congo can once more plan to seed 
crops and look forward to growing 
good food for their children and for 
sale at the market. Do you recall 
what Neil Armstrong said when he 
stepped onto the surface of the 
moon? ‘One small step for man, one 
giant leap for mankind.’ This little 
project is indeed one small step for 
mankind, but one giant leap for these 
women, widowed by workplace 
accident, by communal violence, by 
the violence of armed militias. 
 
We are able to meet the basic needs 
of the churches in Congo and 
Cameroon: but there is so much 
more that can be achieved, with little 
outlay compared with the financial 
demands for growth here in North 
America: and the demand from the 
faithful grows, and grows yet more.  
 
Please keep the Africa Appeal in your 
prayers, and we can see our efforts 
bringing more and more people to a 
knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. 

 
David+ 
** Manioc must be properly prepared before 

consumption. Improper preparation of cassava 

can leave enough residual cyanide to cause acute 

cyanide intoxication and goiters, and may even 

cause ataxia or partial paralysis.
[

 The root is 

chopped up, and then dried in the sun, before 

being pounded in a mortar, when it is prepared as 

the basic diet for many. 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The new school in Mosho, DRC, with Bishop Ayule-
Milenge & Fr. Ntakubajira 
 

 
First health care for this child, now available in Mosho 

 
 
 

 

If you have any questions about 

what happens during divine worship, 

let us know with a short note to the 

editor (fergusonwest@shaw.ca )                             

and we will try and give you the 

answer in the next Emerald Echo. 
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ALL SOULS’ MEMORIAL LIST 

 

 

 

  Oct.      1    Selina Ethel Roberts 

                 3    Audrey Taylor 

         5    Ronald Todd 

         7    Bill Greenfield (Priest) 

         9    Alan Dallas Greene (Priest) 

       11    Margaret Prudence Campbell 

       12    Harold Edgar Meckle 

       14    Kathleen Penn 

       23    Laura Palmer 

       27    Patricia J. Bishop 

       28    Dorothy Doherty 

       29    Walter Kermeen 

Nov.    1    Frances Ellenor Kermeen 

               3    Ellen May Harris 

               4    James H.F. Ferguson       

               5    Gerald Parrott 

               5    Martha Violet Roberts  

             13    Gerald Kevin Connolly 

             14    William Mellish 

             17    Judy McFarlane 

             19    Alfred Adby 

       21    Geneva Burridge       
   Dec.       1    Patrick Alice O’ Dwyer 

          1    Elizabeth Wilkins           

               3    Daisy M. McLean 

                 3    The Rev. John Antle (Columbia Coast 

                        (Mission)  

                 7    Henry Ferguson                                                                             

          7    Doris Evans 

             10    Tom Emory 

        10    Enid Wilkin 

             11    Richard William Schuettge 

             12    John Vincent Connolly 

             18    Andrew Edwin Harron 

        19    Arthur Orford Harron 

             22    Bernice Evelyn McLean 

             24    Sonja O’Donnell 

        27    Margaret Ellenor Connolly 

             28    Dan Bert Bosch 

             30    Mabel Emily Campbell 

             31     Gertrude Mattie Corey 

              

Contact Editor: fergusonwest@shaw.ca                              
Fr. David Marriott SSC 604-551-4660 or 
drm274@hotmail.com   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Services for October - December, 

2013 
 

                                   St. Bride      St. Columba  

Oct.   6 Trinity XIX Mass Matins 

Oct  13 Trinity XX Evensong Mass 

Oct. 20 Trinity XXI Mass Mattins 

Oct. 27 Trinity XXII Evensong Mass 

Nov.   3  Trinity XXIII Mass Matins 

Nov. 10 Trinity XXIVI Evensong -Mass 

Nov. 17 Trinity XXV Mass Mattins 

Nov. 24 
Sunday Next before 
Advent Evensong Mass 

Dec    1 Advent I Mass Matins 

Dec.   8 Advent II Evensong Mass 

Dec  15 Advent III Mass Matins 

Dec  22 Advent III Evensong Mass 

Dec  25 Christmas Day Mass Mattins 
 

Dec  29 
                            

Sunday in the  Octave of 
Christmas 

Carol 
Service Matins 

    
 

 
 

 

The Very Rev. Robert Mansfield, Vicar-General 

of our Canadian Church will be with St. 

Columba, Halfmoon Bay Sunday on October 27th 

and with St. Bride’s on Tuesday, October 29 at 

4:00pm for Services of the Holy Eucharist.   

 

Please plan to be present to welcome him! 
 
 
  

The Africa Appeal 
 

You can now send donations to:  

The Parish of St. Bride, c/o 20895 
Camwood, Maple Ridge, B.C.  V2X 2N9  
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