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Dear All, 

At this time, and as the Lay Reader and 

Warden of the Parish of St. Bride, George 

Ferguson died 

suddenly on the 

20th November,  it 

is necessary that 

we, in our 

mourning for our 

loss, reflect on the 

Christian witness 

that Mr. George 

Andrew William 

Ferguson brought to the parish of St. 

Bride, to the Traditional Anglican Church 

of Canada, in his work on the Executive 

Committee, and, in years past, to the 

parishes of St. Patrick (ACCC) St. 

Michael (ACCC), St. Catherine’s 

(Anglican Church of Canada) and St. 

Richard’s (Anglican Church of Canada), as 

well as so many others. 

George brought many talents to his 

Christian devotion and faith, not least 

being a strong family history of Anglican 

worship and faith, as well as a faith 

increased by his work in the Orange order 

and the ‘Royal Black Institution’ into 

which he followed in his father’s and 

grandfathers’ footsteps. 

As we move forward into a new beginning 

for St. Bride’s, I pray that you will offer 

prayer and intercession for the future 

growth of the parish, as we shall see the 

Grace of God giving us the strength and 

resources to fulfil our goal of ‘Go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching 

them to observe all things whatsoever I 

have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 

you alway, even unto the end of the world. 

Amen.’ (Matt. 28.19-20) 

O GOD the Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the 

faithful: Sanctify this parish by thine abiding 

presence. Bless those who minister in holy 

things. Enlighten the minds of thy people more 
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and more with the light of the everlasting 

Gospel. Bring erring souls to the knowledge of 

God our Saviour; and those who are walking in 

the way of life, keep stedfast unto the end. Give 

patience to the sick and afflicted, and renew 

them in body and soul. Guard from 

forgetfulness of thee those who are strong and 

prosperous. Increase in us thy manifold gifts of 

grace, and make us all to be fruitful in good 

works; O blessed Spirit, whom with the Father 

and the Son together we worship and glorify, 

one God, world without end. Amen. 

For those who mourn:  

O HEAVENLY Father, help us to trust our 
loved ones to thy care. When sorrow darkens 
our lives, help us to look up to thee, 
remembering the cloud of witnesses by which 
we are compassed about. And grant that we on 
earth, rejoicing ever in thy presence, may share 
with them the rest and peace which thy 
presence gives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

For those who have gone before: 

 O GOD of the spirits of all flesh, we praise 
and magnify thy holy Name for all thy servants 
who have finished their course in thy faith and 
fear especially thy servant George; and we 
beseech thee that encouraged by their examples 
and strengthened by their fellowship, we also 
may be found meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light; through the 
merits of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

News from Fr. David…… 

As we approached the end of the Church year, 

on the 25th Sunday after Trinity and the 

Sunday next before Advent, I introduced a 

theme to the two parishes, a theme which 

originated at the parish of St. Matthew, 

Newport Beach, in California. 

The hypothesis is that evangelism and 

outreach work, and work well, but require a 

bit more than the energy and vigour that many 

of us appear to have lost in the process called 

‘ageing’! So I was very interested to hear from 

Bishop Steven Scarlett and his team of clergy 

and laity, so that I could perhaps discover this 

secret ingredient’.   

In the St. Matthew’s parish ‘workbook’, from 

June 2011, it is very clear that the first goal is 

to find consensus in the parish, making a 

commitment that the parish wants to bring 

people – all those out there that we know, that 

we see walking about unaware of that odd 

thing called ‘faith’ unaware of the very 

purpose of ‘church’ – to a love of Jesus Christ 

their Saviour.  

So, on those two Sundays, the parishes were 

asked to prayerfully make such a commitment. 

I pray that all have so done: because the very 

success of the next part of the project will rely 

on that first commitment having been made.  

And that second part? ‘What exactly are we all 

called to do – and will it be expensive? After 

all, I don’t have a lot of time spare just now, 

you know.’ 

The second part is so very easy: in fact, it is 

what I would think all committed Christians 

do anyway: we merely have to add a little bit 
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onto our daily prayers, by including the prayer 

for the parish that is printed above, and 

allowing ourselves to pray: to have that 

conversation where we open our hearts to 

God, quietly listening for the guidance and 

direction that we are all seeking. 

This initial work led to the growth of St. 

Matthew’s, by calling on the Holy Spirit to 

guide those seeking what we have to offer to 

the very doors of the church: and to do this so 

that we can achieve our goal, a goal which is 

the very opposite of self-seeking: it is simply, 

as has been said, to bring al to a love of Jesus 

Christ, our Saviour: or, as the prayer says: 

‘Bring erring souls to the knowledge of God 

our Saviour; and those who are walking in the 

way of life, keep stedfast unto the end.’ 

In the Thanksgiving Emerald Echo, I wrote 

about the importance of humility: that we 

open our hearts to God’s Will in prayer, and 

that we endeavour to interpret the signposts 

revealed by that prayer.  Jeremiah, made it 

very clear what the consequences of arrogance 

and pride would be: the certainty that man 

knows best, that God is now of a symbolic 

nature: man being in charge. 

And the interesting news from St. Matthew’s 

has been that they have seen an influx of 

those very folk that we might consider ‘think 

themselves in charge’: because they, these 

confident younger adults and families, have 

come to realize that no, they are not in charge, 

and they have an urgent need to find out Him 

Who is in charge, for the sakes of their souls, 

and the welfare of their families. 

David+ 

 
 

 
 

Advent... 
 

Look more closely at the collect: which 

you will hear each and every day at the 

offices and at the Mass all the way until 

Christmas. And therefore, it behoves us 

to be aware of why this is so important 

in our faith.  

‘ALMIGHTY God, 

give us grace that 

we may cast away 

the works of 

darkness, and put 

upon us the 

armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, in 

which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit 

us in great humility; that in the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious 

Majesty, to judge both the quick and the 

dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who liveth and reigneth 
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with thee and the Holy Spirit, now and 

ever. Amen.’ 

‘ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we 

may cast away the works of darkness, 

and put upon us the armour of light’ - 

We acknowledge that we have no 

strength in and of ourselves to beat 

down the devil and all his works: we 

cannot succeed in our weakness: we 

need help: and the source of that help 

has to be the gift earned for us by Jesus 

Christ in His death on the Cross, at 

which time He told the disciples that He 

would send the Comforter to strengthen 

and help them in their strife. And the 

Comforter is there, is with us, is always 

at our side: but needs to be 

acknowledged, when we take credit for 

something well done: never let us forget 

how much we rely on that help sent to 

us by God on high. 

 

‘in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to 

visit us in great humility’ – We say that 

we understand that Jesus Christ, the 

very Son of God, did not come as some 

sort of conquering hero, as the 

‘Terminator’, as the great and powerful 

conqueror: because he came with a 

totally different message: it is the 

message which we are all called upon to 

hold in our hearts, in our very souls: it is 

that of the meek who shall inherit the 

earth, of the merciful, who shall obtain 

mercy, of the pure in heart, for they shall 

see God.  

 

It is only when we have learnt the hard 

lessons of life, when we have come to 

understand that there are others around 

us who are far more deserving and 

needy, and who require our care and 

understanding, over and above any 

needs we may have: it is only then that 

we can start to fathom out what our role 

in this place called earth is: that the 

drive and aggression we see around us 

might bring wealth and so-called 

success in the earthly life, but we must 

take great care that any earthly success 

that we may come to enjoy does not in 

any way jeopardize our eternal 

salvation: for it is there that Satan is 

waiting, lurking in the  shadows, for his 

chance to grasp our souls for his 

benighted realm.  

 

‘that in the last day, when he shall come 

again in his glorious Majesty, to judge 

both the quick and the dead’ – because it 

is this that is of true and enduring 

importance, as Christian faithful: the 

understanding that what we experience 

now, here on earth  - that this is but a 

part of life: and that true life shall begin 

after this life is ended, when we might 

come into His glorious Kingdom having 

passed the test of the Judgment seat, as 

we all pray most fervently that we might 

so do. 

 

‘we may rise to the life immortal’ – and 



this sums up the goal and purpose of all, 

of everything that should occupy our 

thoughts as we prepare and make our 

due repentance for sin committed, for 

grace omitted: before we celebrate the 

joy of Christmas: we reflect on the gift 

He has brought, far, far greater than any 

gift ever created or even imagined in the 

minds of men: a pearl beyond price, and 

worthy of the sacrifice of all worldly 

ambition in its attainment. 
 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Howell 
 

Many of us know Margaret Howell 
from the time she spent a Secretary to 
the parish of St. Peter & St. Paul, 
Burnaby. She has recently published this 
‘magnum opus’ which I found very 
enjoyable and instructive, especially 
those sections dealing with the intrinsic 
relationship of church and state.  
David+  
 
 
 

The Spirit of Understanding: 

English Literature in an Age of 

Confusion c2013  
Xlibris (July 29 2013) ASIN: B00ECQJC8E 
 

A Review 

 

This interesting and 

intriguing non-fiction 

work is by Margaret J. 

Howell, an 

accomplished scholar.  

Her career as a teacher 

of English and History 

includes teaching at several universities as 

well as the prestigious Crofton House 

School.  She is also the author of two books 

on Lord Byron, as well as two volumes of 

poetry and many articles. This book provides 

an opportunity to expand ones knowledge of 

major figures in English Literature as well as 

the cultural effects of their works.  Margaret 

Howell traces the development of our 

literature and the combination of forces 

leading to declining standards in English 

Literature, literacy and ethics in the last few 

centuries.  

The first chapter is an introduction, not to 

English Literature, but to the author’s views 

on the confusion that has ensued from the 

current style of education.  It outlines her 

frustration that our culture is being 

deconstructed to conform to the world view 

of the modern educational elite.  So much is 



being lost due to the narcissistic vision of 

those who have no respect for, or indeed, 

even knowledge of Western Civilization 

tradition. 

The second chapter discusses the creation 

stories in Genesis and their cultural setting.  

This discussion is wide ranging, bringing in 

such diverse ideas as those proposed by 

Plato, St. Augustine of Hippo and Dorothy 

L. Sayers.  She outlines how views of the 

Genesis Creation stories changed over time.  

This segues into a review of the dispute 

between the neo-atheists who take a 

completely materialist view of life as 

opposed to those who see life as a product of 

a creator.  It was surprising to find that the 

“atomistic philosophy” of Democritus 

“described a universe that was the result of 

chance”.  This was three hundred years 

before Christ.  So there is indeed “nothing 

new under the sun”. 

Other chapters covered material from the 

ancient Greeks to medieval England, 

including Beowulf, Chaucer and Julian of 

Norwich and many others in a wide ranging 

survey within each chapter.  Sir Gawain and 

the Green Knight, The Faerie Queene, John 

Dryden, Shakespeare and a host of others 

were discussed with much interesting 

information given about the life and times of 

the authors of these cultural high points in 

literature. 

Chapter 7 begins an informative survey of 

the origins of the Book of Common Prayer 

and its subsequent history.  The history of 

the Tudor dynasty is reviewed and how their 

family troubles affected the rise of 

Protestantism in England.  Archbishop 

Cranmer’s work in organizing and revising 

existing texts is covered.  The author 

outlines Cranmer’s sources, revealing the 

extent of his work.  It was reassuring to learn 

of the dependence of the Book of Common 

Prayer on ancient versions of church rites.  

Cranmer’s use of the Sarum Breviary, 

Cardinal Quinone’s breviary, Scripture and 

other sources show his intention to retain as 

much as possible of the church’s ancient 

ritual while allowing the rites and 

observances to be understood by the Laity. 

The change from Latin to English usage in 

the Church service was a slow one by our 

standards, but during the reign of Edward 

VI, Henry VIII’s son, the English 

Reformation was well under way.  By 

Whitsunday 1549 the use of the prayer book 

was compulsory.  It was surprising to find 

that this law provoked a rebellion in which 

5,000 people objecting to the new prayer 

book were killed. Our beloved BCP was not 

universally loved by strict Protestants either 

when first introduced. These complaints 

resulted in a revision, the first of many. Then 

Bloody Mary’s reign intervened and for 5 

years the Latin Catholic liturgy returned.  

Happily, Mary’s successor, Queen Elizabeth 

I wished to end the bloodshed and unite the 

English polity. The refining process of the 

BCP continued and diplomatic language was 

incorporated to avoid offending either those 

who believed in transubstantiation or those 

who denied transubstantiation.  The addition 

of Saints’ Days was made in 1604 and the 

doctrine on sacraments was added to the 

catechism at this time.  Other changes were 

slowly made.  The biblical texts in the BCP 

were taken from The Great Bible of 1539 

and are therefore slightly different from the 

King James Version.  The early years of the 

BCP were filled with controversy.  There 

were objections to the use of vestments, to 

the use of wedding rings, the term “priest”, 

to the use of church music and on and on.  

These complaints were temporarily resolved 

when the Calvinists rebelled under Charles I 

and gained control of the government during 

the Civil War.  The Book of Common Prayer 

was banned then until the Restoration under 

Charles II.  At that time, there were revisions 

that made the prayer book “more Catholic”.  

This resulted in the 1662 version which our 

author quotes excerpts from with 

commentary and notes about sources.  This 

whole chapter places one of the treasures of 

the English language in its time, providing 

the background that allows us to appreciate 



its beauty.  The author has a deep love and 

respect for the Book of Common Prayer 

which shines throughout this chapter.  The 

long history of the development and use the 

BCP ends with the sad tale of its elimination 

by the modern church. 

The next chapter that will be of great interest 

to our readers concerns the development of 

the King James Bible.  It starts with a brief 

history of the Geneva Bible’s development 

and use before it was superseded in England 

by The Great Bible and then by the King 

James Bible.  Differences between the early 

Protestant translations of the Scriptures, The 

Geneva Bible and William Tyndale’s 

translation are explored.  There were 

objections to the Geneva Bible.   The margin 

notes in that Bible are especially Calvinistic 

interpretations of key passages of the text 

and were deemed unacceptable by many 

English. The author illustrates the poetic 

force of Tyndale’s translation with several 

passages, pointing out that the Hebrew 

language and the New Testament Greek 

translated readily into the English language.  

Before the King James Bible was authorized 

there were several competing translations of 

the Bible in Europe.  In England Bishop 

Miles Coverdale eventually produced the 

“Great Bible” in 1539.  There was a Douai 

Bible translated in 1610 by members of the 

English College at Douai, in Flanders.  Then 

when King James succeeded to the English 

throne there was a movement afoot to have 

one English Bible translated from the 

original texts.  King James agreed to this for 

his own reasons.  It was during this time that 

Guy Fawkes formed his ‘Gunpowder Plot”, 

aptly illustrating that not all Catholics were 

happy with the accommodations of 

Anglicanism.  It was hoped that a moderate 

version of the Bible in English would help 

ease sectarian tensions.   The organization of 

the work and the instructions to the 

translators is outlined.  There are 

descriptions of the translators’ methods as 

well as commentary on their final product by 

other scholars of the day.  This chapter 

concludes with information about Richard 

Hooker, an Elizabethan clergyman who 

wrote many books.  His views were 

formative in the early development of 

Anglicanism. The author quotes his 

arguments on church organisation, atheism 

and authority, saying that the architects of 

the modern church “reforms” would be well 

advised to study, heed his words and reflect 

on the damage such reforms have done.   

The rest of the book covers the period from 

the 1700s to the 1900s.  It continues to 

explore major (and some minor) literary 

figures, their lives and works with 

interesting information concerning them and 

their times.  There is not enough space in 

this review to do them justice. I would like 

to mention, though, the sections that deal 

with the poets and the literature of the 

Romantic period. The description of the life 

of Shelley was quite revealing.  There was a 

soap opera quality to the man’s whole life.  

It is common knowledge that romantic poets 

did not like to be limited by bourgeoisie 

conventions; however Shelley carried this to 

extremes.  Shelley was revealed as a raving 

revolutionary, extremely destructive in his 

views and personal relationships.   

Similarly, Rousseau is exposed as a person 

who not only did not truly care about other 

people.  He was also an incoherent 

philosopher who was eagerly embraced by 

the fashionable world and the lumpen 

intelligentsia.  Rousseau was a very creative 

con artist, who was able to influence and 

ruin the lives of most of his friends.   

Lord Byron was another scandalous figure 

of the Romantic period.  Byron’s world view 

was similar to that of Lou Reed, a nihilistic 

rock musician of the 1960s and 1970s.  Reed 

eulogized the degenerate, gender-bending, 

drug-taking lifestyle of New York’s avant-

garde in the heady days before the 

emergence of AIDS.  This reliance on drugs 

is reminiscent of many artistic types in the 

Romantic era that used Laudanum “to 

expand their consciousness”.   



Just as the Black Panthers of the 1970s 

believed in violent revolution, so did the 

Jacobins of Paris in the French Revolution of 

1789. The artists of the late 1700s and early 

1800s were filled with revolutionary fervour, 

just as Lou Reed and his contemporaries 

were. Wordsworth eventually rejected the 

French Revolution when it descended into 

terror, but many could not agree with him, 

just as many today cannot see the errors of 

the countercultural revolution of the 1960s 

or of the more recent radical 

environmentalists. 

The author traces the dissolution of our 

Western cultural cohesiveness from the 

Reformation and on through the 

Enlightenment, the revolutionary era of the 

Romantics, the rise of Darwinism and the 

subsequent growth of atheism.  She shows 

how all these influences have had a 

deleterious effect on our society and on 

English Literature as an expression of that 

society.  We have forsaken our spiritual lives 

for a materialist world view. This is a wide 

ranging and thoughtful and informative 

book.  It is scholarly but also accessible.  

This book is available in both hardcover, 

paperback and Kindle editions from 

Amazon.ca 

 

Roslyn and Mark Mellish. 

 

Bible Study 
The group meets at the Ferguson’s, 
(T. 604-463-5300) on every second 
& fourth Thursday (from September 
12th)  
20895 Camwood Ave.., Maple Ridge 
Topic: ‘The Gospel of St. Luke’ 
Mass 7.00 pm, discussion to follow. 

 

 

 

Subscribe to the Trinitarian for 
US$22.00 per annum, or 

US$20.00 for the electronic edition. 
Send correspondence to: The Trinitarian, 6413 S. 

Elati St., Littleton, CO 80120, USA 

 

 
If you wish to receive the Emerald 

Echo electronically, please drop a 

note to the editor at 

drm274@hotmail.com 

 
 

News from 
Africa……………… 
 

It was a great pleasure to meet Bishop 
Steven Ayule-Milenge at the Provincial 
Synod, as well as meeting for the first 
time Bishops Kenyon-Hoare, Mentjies & 
Garang from South Africa  & Sudan, as 
well as Fr. Bien-Aimé from Haiti, as well 
as the Bishops from Colombia and the 
Philippines. 
Bishop Steven has some great plans for a 
church in Bukavu, and had good news 
about the women of Mosho, as well as 
the new health centre in  
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Mosho, and of course the school: now 
offering much needed education in this 
village. 
 
In Cameroon, Fr. Alphonse has been 
working on the plans for a new church, 
as he has received a substantial gift from 
the USA, enabling the purchase of land.  
 
At the same time, he and his team are 
managing to support several 
programmes from the surplus funds 
earned by the sewing school (Ecole de 
Couture sounds so much better), and the 
computer school. 
 
Please keep the Africa Appeal in your 
prayers, and we can see our efforts 
bringing more and more people to a 
knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. 

 
David+ 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Park in Apt, Vaucluse, France 

 

 

 

 

The Africa Appeal 
 

You can now send donations to either: The 
Parish of St. Bride, c/o 20895 Camwood  
Maple Ridge, B.C.  V2X 2N9 or Parish 
of St. Columba, c/o Box 894, Sechelt, BC,  

ALL SOULS’ MEMORIAL LIST 

 

Dec-01 Patrick Alice O'Dwyer 

Dec-01 Elizabeth Wilkins 

Dec-03 Daisy M. McLean 

Dec-03 The Rev. John Antle 

Dec-04 Doris Turner 

Dec-07 Henry Ferguson 

Dec-07 Doris Evans 

Dec-10 Tom Emory 

Dec-10 Enid Wilkin 

Dec-11 Richard William Schuettge 

Dec-12 John Vincent Connolly 

Dec-18 Eva Collins 

Dec-18 Andrew Edwin Harron 

Dec-19 Arthur Orford Harron 

Dec-22 Bernice Evelyn McLean 

Dec-24 Sonja O'Donnell 

Dec-27 Margaret Ellenor Connolly 

Dec-28 Dan Bert Bosch 

Dec-30 Mabel Emily Campbell 

Dec-30 Margaret Mitchell (Rutherford) 

Dec-31 Gertrude Mattie Corey 

Jan-01 Florence Elizabeth Bentley 

Jan-05 Bob Roberts 

Jan-10 Harold Simpson Butterworth 

Jan-11 Charles George Lloyd Wright+ 

Jan-14 Lea Watson 

Jan-17 John Samuel Tarnatoa Williams 

Jan-20 Guy Arthur Watson 

Jan-24 Homer Jackson Glass 

Jan-26 Gordon James Clough 

Jan-27 Dora Harrison 

Jan-30 Moi Chin Liew 
 

 

 

   

If you have any questions about 

what happens during divine worship, 

let us know with a short note to the 

editor (drm274@hotmail.com )                             

and we will try and give you the 

answer in the next Emerald Echo. 

 



  

 

   

Contact Editor:  
Fr. David Marriott SSC 604-551-4660 or 
drm274@hotmail.com   

 

                

 

Services for December 2013 & January 

2014 

  

                                        St. Bride      St. Columba   

December 
1   Advent I Mass  

8 Advent II Evensong Mass 

15 Advent III Mass  

22 Advent IV Evensong Mass 

25  Christmass Mass  

29 Christmas I Mass - 

Jan 5  Christmas II Evensong Mass 

12 Epiphany I Mass  

19 Epiphany II Evensong Mass 

26 Epiphany III Mass  

Feb 2 Purification (Candlemass) Evensong Mass 
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