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Science & Religion.
Something which has both amazed and alarmed
me is the constant depiction that those who are
dedicated to work in the realm called ‘science’
must clearly be enthusiastic believers in the
theory of evolution, whereas it is to those who
have not been given their ability to see the truth
of the evolutionary theory first elaborated by
Charles Darwin, but since elaborated by a large
number of ‘authorities’.
My amazement stems from the many years
during which I worked in sales and marketing for
what is called ‘Big Pharma’, or as I did refer to
myself during one particularly trying period, ‘I
come from one of those evil multinational
corporations’, which at that time, everyone
appeared to hate: you know, like we sometimes
read in the news of the evils of having a policy
‘they’ don’t like…
The people who I met during this time were in
the main working in various specialist areas of
medicine: from oncology to interventional
cardiology, from gastroenterology and hepatology

to infectious diseases. I met physicians, nurses,
public health medical, nursing and administration
staff, and in the course of the various
conferences and meetings attended, met folk
from across Canada and many from elsewhere.
One reward that my work with pharmaceuticals
was the opportunity to get to know and deeply
respect the various skills –depending on the work
to be done – by so many who had the innate
ability to do things I could never imagine being
accomplished.
But the funny thing was that the majority of
people I met, once they knew I had been
ordained deacon (at the time) wanted to spend
some time in their busy day to talk to me about
their faith in Jesus Christ. There were some of
other faiths, but these too had faith, and would
enjoy a short discussion about, especially, an
ethical or moral concern, often coming to a
better understanding of the common ground
which unites, rather than any ravine which
divides.
And the reason that they did have faith, a belief
in God, a divine inspiration which impacts on
our lives, is the revelation which has been
brought to their attention as they have pursued
their studies – studies which have revealed many
of the elegant mysteries of human physiology,
starting with the cell which is the foundation of
our physiology, whilst at the very same time,
concealing other complexities which we, to this
day, do not understand.
In speaking of various physiological processes –
things which we do, even though unconsciously,
each and every day of our lives: how we inhale

and exhale, and the processes involved whereby
we receive the life giving breath, and exhale that
air which our physiology has changed in
absorbing that which we need, and expelling that
which we no longer need.
It is the same for the digestion of food, the
process of memory: whatever our body does, it is
done in the most elegant and fascinating way
possible: a complex and detailed network of
receptors and transmitters, of enzymes and
hormones carrying messages which can trigger all
the appropriate responses in the cells equipped to
deal with any problem: most of which is going
about its work whilst we feel at the most, mild
discomfort after that Thanksgiving dinner, our
overworked digestive tract protecting the rest of
us by a little overtime, perhaps?

in my hand will ring: this means that man has
developed adequate intelligence to know where I
am – with the GPS system built in to many
telephones these days, as well as to be able to
identify me through a series of electronic pulses
which travel around the globe.
And if man can do that, why should we be
surprised when Jesus says, ‘But the very hairs of
your head are all numbered.’ (Matt. 10.30)?
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This situation holds true for many of the
‘scientific’ fields of study: the main challenge
being often to reconcile the findings of modern
research with the evidence which we have been
left in the Christian faith. Perhaps one of the
remarkable things is that so many cases – like the
Old Testament
Jewish dietary laws –
demonstrate profound wisdom in the similarity
of the findings of modern research: in food safety
as an example.
There are those who argue, like the psalmist
wrote, that ‘God cannot know everything about
what I do’: when you arrive in a strange city and
look out onto a city square filled with people, it is
easy to start to think that it is impossible for God
to find me in all this crowd: and then my cell
phone rings!

If man can devise such an instrument which will
permit you to dial a code number in your copy of
the instrument, to start the instrument working,
with the result that wherever I am in the world,
in Lusaka Zambia, or Bujumbura, Burundi, or
Forcalquier, France, the telephone which I hold

Subject: The Pastor's cat
From Michael Townsend in Australia…..
This particular story just made me laugh. Every
time I think about it, the vision of that poor cat
just amuses me to no end. Hope the story leaves
a bright spot in your day. Whoever said the
Creator doesn't have a sense of humour?
Dwight Nelson recently told a true story about
the pastor of his church. He had a kitten that
climbed up a tree in his backyard and then was
afraid to come down. The pastor coaxed,
offered warm milk, etc.
The kitty would not come down. The tree was
not sturdy enough to climb, so the pastor
decided that if he tied a rope to his car and

pulled it until the tree bent down, he could then
reach up and get the kitten.

This Advent meditation is reprinted from last year’s
Echo…

That's what he did, all the while checking his
progress in the car. He then figured if he went
just a little bit further, the tree would be bent
sufficiently for him to reach the kitten. But as
he moved the car a little further forward, the
rope broke.
The tree went 'boing!' and the kitten instantly
sailed through the air - out of sight.
The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the
neighbourhood asking people if they'd seen a
little kitten. No. Nobody had seen a stray kitten.
So he prayed, 'Lord, I just commit this kitten to
your keeping,' and went on about his business.
A few days later he was at the grocery store,
and met one of his church members. He
happened to look into her shopping cart and
was amazed to see cat food. This woman was a
cat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked her
'Why are you buying cat food when you hate
cat so much?'
She replied, 'You won't believe this,' and then
told him how her little girl had been begging
her for a cat, but she kept refusing. Then a few
days before, the child had begged again, so the
Mom finally told her little girl, 'Well, if God
gives you a cat, I'll let you keep it.' She told the
pastor, 'I watched my child go out in the yard,
get on her knees, and ask God for a cat. And
really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but I saw
it with my own eyes. A kitten suddenly came
flying out of the blue sky, with its paws
outspread, and landed right in front of her.'
Never underestimate the Power of God and His
unique sense of humour.
Anyone can count the seeds in an apple; but
only God can count the apples in a seed.
(or, given the article on Matthew 10.30, the
hairs on a head!)

Advent...
Look more closely at the collect: which you
will hear each and every day at the offices
and at the Mass all the way until
Christmas. And therefore, it behoves us to
be aware of why this is so important in our
faith.
‘ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we
may cast away the works of darkness, and
put upon us the armour of light, now in the
time of this mortal life, in which thy Son
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious Majesty, to
judge both the quick and the dead, we may
rise to the life immortal; through him who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Spirit, now and ever. Amen.’
‘ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we
may cast away the works of darkness, and
put upon us the armour of light’ - We
acknowledge that we have no strength in
and of ourselves to beat down the devil
and all his works: we cannot succeed in our
weakness: we need help: and the source of
that help has to be the gift earned for us by

Jesus Christ in His death on the Cross, at
which time He told the disciples that He
would send the Comforter to strengthen
and help them in their strife. And the
Comforter is there, is with us, is always at
our side: but needs to be acknowledged,
when we take credit for something well
done: never let us forget how much we rely
on that help sent to us by God on high.
‘in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit
us in great humility’ – We say that we
understand that Jesus Christ, the very Son
of God, did not come as some sort of
conquering hero, as the ‘Terminator’, as the
great and powerful conqueror: because he
came with a totally different message: it is
the message which we are all called upon
to hold in our hearts, in our very souls: it is
that of the meek who shall inherit the
earth, of the merciful, who shall obtain
mercy, of the pure in heart, for they shall
see God.
It is only when we have learnt the hard
lessons of life, when we have come to
understand that there are others around us
who are far more deserving and needy,
and who require our care and
understanding, over and above any needs
we may have: it is only then that we can
start to fathom out what our role in this
place called earth is: that the drive and
aggression we see around us might bring
wealth and so-called success in the earthly
life, but we must take great care that any
earthly success that we may come to enjoy
does not in any way jeopardize our eternal
salvation: for it is there that Satan is
waiting, lurking in the shadows, for his

chance to grasp our souls for his benighted
realm.
‘that in the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both
the quick and the dead’ – because it is this
that is of true and enduring importance, as
Christian faithful: the understanding that
what we experience now, here on earth that this is but a part of life: and that true
life shall begin after this life is ended, when
we might come into His glorious Kingdom
having passed the test of the Judgment
seat, as we all pray most fervently that we
might so do.
‘we may rise to the life immortal’ – and this
sums up the goal and purpose of all, of
everything that should occupy our
thoughts as we prepare and make our due
repentance for sin committed, for grace
omitted: before we celebrate the joy of
Christmas: we reflect on the gift He has
brought, far, far greater than any gift ever
created or even imagined in the minds of
men: a pearl beyond price, and worthy of
the sacrifice of all worldly ambition in its
attainment.

From the upcoming Newsletter of St.
Benedict's, Chapel Hill, N. Carolina.

and end just in time for the Feast of the
Epiphany on January 6. Beginning, this year, on
November 30, we enter the season of Advent,
beginning a new church year.
Now, I say all this because the world has
converted our holy days and liturgical seasons
into something unrecognizable, and the secular
“Christmas” has a way of applying pressure of its
own that can, if we let it, drown out the true
meaning for us. To some degree that is
unavoidable; so just remember not to let it spoil
your joy in Christ. To those who will be
celebrating His Nativity on the day we call
Christmas (Christ Mass), a blessed, holy and
merry Christmas. To those who do not,
well…May they have a nice December 25.

By Fr. Robert Hart, Rector, St. Benedict's Anglican
Church, Chapel Hill, North Carolina... Diocese of the
South, Anglican Catholic Church Original Province.

Advent Christmas Epiphany 2014-15
From the Rector’s Desk
Every year, at this time, I am acutely aware of the
difference between how the commercial world
views this season, and how we should view it. To
the department stores and shopping malls
“Christmas” runs from – what? Maybe the fourth
of July? - until December 25, when they are
grudgingly forced to close for a whole day. They
think it is all over at 12:01 AM December 26.
Suddenly, when the twelve-day season of
Christmas is just beginning, they have ended their

The Africa Appeal
You can now send donations to either:
The Parish of St. Bride,
c/o 20895 Camwood
Maple Ridge, B.C. V2X 2N9
or
Parish of St. Columba,
c/o Box 894, Sechelt, BC, V0N 3A0

St Bride’s Mission
Mass at noon each Thursday,
followed by lunch and discussion:
‘The Imitation of Christ’
by Thomas à Kempis.

season. Some stores advertise what they now call
“the twelve days of Christmas,” by which they
mean the last twelve days of Advent, the
“shopping days” leading up to the unfortunate
day in which they cannot make any more money.
But to us, the twelve days of Christmas begin
with the Feast of the Nativity on December 25,

Location:
The Meeting Room at
St. Peter & St. Paul,
7772, Graham Avenue, Burnaby,
V3N 1V4.

News from Fr. David…
The Traditional Anglican Newsletter had an
excellent review of the proceedings at our second
synod of the church in Canada, and I encourage
you to read that, and we can discuss the details at
a later date.
In the reports, you will read about the SWOT
workshop which we held at synod, in our
attempts at growing consensus in finding that
difficult and narrow path which we have been
called to follow, as we pray that the way we
express our devotion to God is in some way
acceptable to Him in His infinite wisdom.

This notice has been posted on the SSC
website:
St. Columba of Iona,
a parish of the Traditional Anglican Church of Canada
(A Missionary District of the Anglican Catholic Church)
in Halfmoon Bay, British Columbia is seeking a priest
who is prepared to live on the Sunshine Coast of B.C.,
replacing clergy who have supported the parish by travelling
from Vancouver for over 25 years.
A modest stipend and mileage allowance will be available.
Please contact the present priest in charge,
Fr. David Marriott SSC at 604-551-4660, or
drm274@hotmail.com, for further information.

By the way, SWOT stands for the four things we
were asked to identify for the Missionary District:
our
Strengths,
our
Weaknesses,
our
Opportunities, and our Threats. We hope to hold
similar workshops in parishes as time goes on.
But the news that I would like to share is from
the recent college of Bishops meeting where the
college has voted to accept the report of the
Committee on Validation of Orders concerning
the orders of those Bishops and clergy who have
been ordained since 1991 in the Anglican Church
of America (the TAC church in the USA) and the
Anglican Province of America.
Adoption of the committee’s report “should
permit us to consider something like full
communion with the ACA and the APA, at least
in the United States”, says Archbishop
Haverland.
Perhaps one of the things which we deciphered
in the SWOT analysis will be helpful in bringing
hope of unity and strength here in Canada would
be to use the power of prayer during this penitent
season of Advent, so that we can approach the
Nativity of Our Lord with great joy and positive
anticipation for the future of each parish across
the land.
DRM+

The Africa Appeal
It seems that wherever you are in the world, people
have a problem with finding a place to live and work
which they can afford: of course, here in Vancouver, a
family of four, with both parents earning the
minimum wage, will still have an income lower than
the poverty line of some $26,000 in the city. But also
in Africa, where an income of some $2.00 per day is
perhaps higher than any ‘poverty line’, the challenge

of finding adequate accommodation is equally
challenging.
One reason is the normal requirement for the tenant
to pay some 6 to 12 months’ rent in advance: in effect
an annual lease rather than a monthly rent. But to
accumulate such an amount is very difficult for many
churches and organisations, even with the sorts of
outside help and support that our churches enjoy.
In Congo, as Bishop Steven Ayule-Milenge writes,
‘assistance has enabled us to escape the prison of
paying rent each month. For the past ten years, we
have been tenants subjected to a variety of
harassment, but thanks be to God that through the
help of the Diocese of the UK and Canada (Africa
Appeal),
we
have
been
saved.’

rent, but perhaps more importantly to replicate the
pattern with which many in the west are familiar: the
church as the centre of the community, a potent
symbol of stability and strength mediated by the Holy
Spirit at the very heart of the Diocese of Aweil, even
when so many struggle against poverty and flooding.
In Cameroon, Fr. Alphonse Ndutiye, unable to pay
the advance rent demanded by the landlord in
Yaoundé, has just written to me saying that, as he is
living in very poor circumstances at present, whilst we
attempt to find money to build a small, but secure,
house for him in what is a dangerous city, ‘There
where I sleep now, I am threatened by people who
say that our church is poor, and that you will never
have a home to live in!’
I wrote back: ‘The reply that we must make to those
who hurt us is to say that yes, we are poor in worldly
riches, but we are accumulating wealth in heaven
above, following the example of Blessed Mother
Teresa in India. And that the most important point is
that, in our church around the world, we are working
with next to nothing so that we can offer the faithful
who confess Jesus Christ as Saviour the joy of the
Gospel message and the promises of eternal
salvation.’
By the way, the money for the house - to be built on
land the church owns – is $3000.00!

In Bukavu, the ‘harassment’ led to the relocation of
the chapel & diocesan offices to land owned by the
church where a house damaged in an earthquake
could be renovated: willing workers provided labour,
and the initial funding provided by the Africa Appeal

was supplemented by funds to complete the work
from the Diocese of the UK & Bishop Damien Mead.
In South Sudan, Bishop Wilson Garang is building his
cathedral for the church not only to avoid the costs of

Just to add to the challenges in Cameroon, the local
power company (Sonel) has advised that the Parish of

St. André (above), built with all proper permits, will
have to relocate to an alternative site: building and all,
because of the reconstruction of a major power line
that runs above the current parish church.
DRM+

The vicar came to let us know that he was
going to be leaving the parish. My wife was
quite upset at this news, and said, ‘Oh but
vicar, I’m so sorry to hear that: we’ll miss you
very much, after all, we didn’t know what sin
was until you came……Les Dawson, 1974
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007w2n4)

Bible Study
The group meets at the Ferguson’s, (T. 604-463-5300) on
every second & fourth Thursday (from September 12th)
20895 Camwood Ave.., Maple Ridge
Topic: ‘The Acts of the Apostles’
Mass 7.00 pm, discussion to follow.

If you wish to receive the Emerald Echo
electronically, please drop a note to the
editor at drm274@hotmail.com
If you have any questions about what happens
during divine worship, let us know with a short note
to the editor (drm274@hotmail.com )
and we will try and give you the answer in the next
Emerald Echo.

ALL SOULS’ MEMORIAL LIST
Dec.

1

Patrick Alice O'Dwyer

1

Elizabeth Wilkins

3

Daisy M. McLean

3

The Rev. John Antle

4

Doris Turner

7

Henry Ferguson

7

Doris Evans

10

Tom Emory

10

Enid Wilkin

11

Richard William Schuettge

12

John Vincent Connolly

12

Louise Dantu

18

Eva Collins

18

Andrew Edwin Harron

19

Arthur Orford Harron

20

Pat McLean

22

Bernice Evelyn McLean

22

Oswald Slattery (priest)

24

Sonja O'Donnell

25

Basil Dunell

27

Margaret Ellenor Connolly

28

Dan Bert Bosch

30

Mabel Emily Campbell

30

Margaret Mitchell (Rutherford)

31

Gertrude Mattie Corey

Services for
December 2014, January 2015.
St Bride

Dec 7 Advent 2
Dec 14 Advent 3
Dec 20
Dec 21 Advent 4
Dec 25 Christmas Day
Dec 28 Christmas 1
Jan 4 Christmas 2
Jan 11 Epiphany 1
Jan 18 Epiphany 2
Jan 25 Epiphany 3
Feb 1 Septuagesima
Feb 8 Sexagesima

St Columba

Evensong
Mass

Mass

Carol Service
Evensong
Mass
Mass
Mass (Carol Service)
Evensong
Mass
Mass
Evensong
Mass
Mass
Evensong
Mass
Mass

Midweek Mass:
Every Thursday at 12 noon, the St. Bride’s Mission
Mass is celebrated in the meeting room of St.
Peter & St. Paul, Burnaby.
All welcome: lunch and study group follows.
th
No midweek Mass on December 25 , Christmas
Day: Mass at 11.00 am at St. Bride’s, Pitt Meadows.

