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Recollections of Times past…
During a recent visit to France, perhaps the
most significant impression with which I was
left was that concerned with the passage of
time, with human behaviour, and with the
future which our society is building, for good,

human

nature

has

become

much

more

peaceful with the only invasion of Gordes of
recent time has been that of many Eurpoean &
overseas visitors who have been welcome
replacements for the farm workers who have
since left for the cities!

or for ill.
Gordes is a world heritage site, on the way to

The road to the Abbey of Senanque leads over
the top of the hill, and down along a narrow
and winding road along the edge of a cliff, deep
into an adjacent valley, where there is this
Cistercian abbey, founded in the 12th Century
by the first Abbot, Pierre de Mazan and a small
group of monks, who came to start the abbey
under the guidance of St. Bernard of Citeaux.
They are Cistericans, following the strict rule of
St. Benedict. (http://www.senanque.fr/)
Apart from a short period from before the

the Abbey of Senanque: an illustration of the
human

behaviour of its founders, at a time when
society was so unsafe that the only way to
protect the town was to build on top of the hill,
preventing any direct attack by night, when the
gates would have been closed. In this case,

French revolution and lasting to 1854, the

contrasting this sorry state with the spiritual

abbey has maintained the worship cycle of the

perspective, where what is truly important

church for more than 850 years.

concerns primarily my relationship with my

The abbey is in a deep and wooded valley, with
a good water source, and fertile soil for crops:
so can be self-sufficient (although land can now
be planted with lavender, a good ‘cash crop’ in
this region!)

God and Father in heaven, and secondly, with
my family and my community, my neighbours:
and the monks present on that day were doing
just that: giving glory to Him Who deserves
our praise: giving care to their community and
their neighbours, numbered on that day in the

The key impression that this time at the Abbey

hundreds of visitors to the Abbey: and not

left with me was founded on the noon Mass

making any assumptions or drawing possible

which was celebrated that day. The chanting

false

was excellent, even when it was intoned by just

Supreme plan as devised and developed by God

eight monks. Of course, Cistercian design was

for Senanque, for themselves, or for any of us

acoustically excellent, although readings were

still living on this planet Earth. And that is the

more difficult to follow, due to the echo.

main question answered.

But the main question was how these monks
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conclusions

about

what

might

felt about the prospects for Senanque in the
next 100 years? Will there still be a monastery
there, will there be worship each day? Or will it
become a monument to an earlier generation,
like the Abbaye du Thoronet and so many
more?
The interesting conclusion that I have drawn is
that the very question that I called ‘main’ is
only the ‘main’ question from a purely human
perspective. And by this, I mean that the
human perspective is that which St. Paul refers
to as the same perspective as that of the world,
with the lusts of the flesh and mediated by the
devil: thus
From all uncleanness in thought,
word, and deed; and from all the
deceits of the world, the flesh, and
the devil,
Good Lord, deliver us.
(BCP Litany)

I'd like to be a "could be",
if I could not be an "are";
for a "could be" is a "maybe",
with some chance of touching "par"
I'd rather be a "has been",
than a "might have been" by far
for a "might have been" has never "been",
but a "has been" was an "are".
Author Unknown

the

From Bishop David Chislett SSC…

The wonder of the Eucharist

In
the spirit of the season, this is your harvest
Mouse!
(www.theguardian.com)
The Pastor's cat
(another story from Michael Townsend in Australia)
This particular story just made me laugh. Every time I think
about it, the vision of that poor cat just amuses me to no end.
Hope the story leaves a bright spot in your day. Whoever said
the Creator doesn't have a sense of humor?
Dwight Nelson recently told a true story about the pastor of his
church. He had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his backyard
and then was afraid to come down. The pastor coaxed, offered
warm milk, etc.
The kitty would not come down. The tree was not sturdy
enough to climb, so the pastor decided that if he tied a rope to
his car and pulled it until the tree bent down, he could then
reach up and get the kitten.
That's what he did, all the while checking his progress in the
car. He then figured if he went just a little bit further, the tree
would be bent sufficiently for him to reach the kitten. But as he
moved the car a little further forward, the rope broke.
The tree went 'boing!' and the kitten instantly sailed through
the air - out of sight.
The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the neighborhood
asking people if they'd seen a little kitten. No. Nobody had
seen a stray kitten. So he prayed, 'Lord, I just commit this
kitten to your keeping,' and went on about his business.
A few days later he was at the grocery store, and met one of
his church members. He happened to look into her shopping
cart and was amazed to see cat food. This woman was a cat
hater and everyone knew it, so he ask her
'Why are you buying cat food when you hate cat so much?'
She replied, 'You won't believe this,' and then told him how her
little girl had been begging her for a cat, but she kept refusing.
Then a few days before, the child had begged again, so the
Mom finally told her little girl, 'Well, if God gives you a cat, I'll
let you keep it.' She told the pastor, 'I watched my child go out
in the yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a cat. And
really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but I saw it with my own
eyes. A kitten suddenly came flying out of the blue sky, with its
paws outspread, and landed right in front of her.'
Never underestimate the Power of God and His unique sense
of humor.
Anyone can count the seeds in an apple; but only God can
count the apples in a seed .

"Behold, the Lamb of God . . ."
May 2008 at St Stephen's Coomera, Quseensland
Be pleased, O Lord, to accept this our bounden duty and service,
and command that the prayers and supplications, together with
the remembrance of Christ’s passion, which we now offer unto
thee, may be received into thy heavenly Tabernacle; and that
thou, not weighing our own merits, but looking upon the blessed
sacrifice of our Saviour, which was once fully and perfectly made
for us all, mayest pardon our offences, and replenish us with thy
grace and heavenly benediction, through the same Christ our
Lord. Amen. - John Cosin (1594-1672)
**********
Evelyn Underhill defines Christian worship as ‘the total
adoring response of man to the one eternal God self-revealed
in time.’ This response is seen perfectly in Christ: ‘Lo, I have
come to do thy will, O God’ (Hebrews 10:5-9). The whole life
of our Lord Jesus Christ is an act of worship: his obedience,
his ministry, his self-offering on Calvary. We can also say that
it is a liturgical act of worship which is expressly articulated in
the words of Jesus’ High-Priestly prayer in John 17:1-5.
‘In Christ’ (2 Corinthians 5:17) we enter the stream of
obedience, devotion and love flowing from the Son to his
Father. Therefore true worship is union with our Lord in the
Holy Spirit, identifying ourselves with the Perfect Sacrifice of
Jesus Christ, which is why the Eucharist will always be the
most perfect form of worship.”
- Frank Lomax (1921-2007), in Worship and Liturgy (Lecture,
Trinity Theological College, Singapore)
**********
The Eucharist is the completion of all the sacraments, and not
simply one of them . . . All human striving reaches here its
ultimate goal. For in this sacrament we attain God himself, and
God himself is made one with us in the most perfect of all
unions . . . This is the final mystery; beyond this it is not possible
to go, nor can anything be added to it.
- St Nicholas Cabasilas (1320-1371), quoted in The Orthodox
Way by Kallistos Ware, p. 116
**********

The eternal liturgy . . . is the work of Jesus our Great High
Priest, offering himself in and through his Church to the
Father in the union of the Holy Spirit. ‘Through him, with
him, in him . . .’ At the end of the eucharistic prayer, the priest
raises the Host and Chalice together, and the self-giving or
oblation of the whole Church is represented, taken up into the
sacrificial self-giving love of the Blessed Trinity. The whole
assembly responds with the great ‘Amen!’, the resounding
‘Yes!’ of the faith of a priestly people.”
- Peter Elliott, in Priest, Sacrifice and Eucharist, 2001
**********
The Eucharist is “surrounded by temporal ripples through which
past and future things are refracted.”
- Robert Sokolowski (1936-), in Eucharistic Presence: A Study in
the Theology of Disclosure, p. 105
**********
“. . . the whole of Christian worship is focussed upon an altar
where there is perpetually set forth the redemptive offering of
pure love; and in that eternal offering, all other movements of
love and sacrifice are sanctified before God.”
- Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941), in Worship, p. 149
**********
Christ was the Word that spake it;
He took the bread and break it;
And what that Word did make it;
That I believe and take it.
- Attributed to Queen Elizabeth 1 (1533-1603)
**********
Above, the hosts of angels sing praise; below, men form choirs
in the churches and imitate them by singing the same doxology.
Above, the seraphim cry out in the thrice-holy hymn; below, the
human throng sends up the same cry. The inhabitants of heaven
and earth are brought together in a common assembly; there is
one thanksgiving, one shout of delight, one joyful chorus.”
- St John Chrysostom (c. 347–407), in his Homily on Isaiah
6:1
**********
In the bread of the Eucharist
and the cup of blessing
Christ’s presence is revealed at its most intense.
Let your life be permeated
with a tremendous reverence
towards this mystery of faith.
Your adoration needs no justification
more than your love and wonder
for the infinite, delicate grandeur of God,
the unfathomable depths of Christ’s gifts.
Let his praise not depart from your lips . . .
The Eucharist sets you on the way of Christ.
It takes you into his redeeming death
and gives you a share
in the most radical deliverance possible.
And already the light of the resurrection,
the new creation,
is streaming through it from beyond.
Whenever you sit at table with the risen Lord,
it is the first day of the week,
very early in the morning.
- H. Van Der Looy in Rule for a New Brother

You are invited to attend:
PASSION FOR PIANO |MUSIC DAY
SUNSHINE COAST ARTS CENTRE
SAT OCT 25
5714 Medusa Street, Sechelt BC
FREE ADMISSION
4PM CONCERT: EARTH AND SKY,
Chasing the Spirit of Duende
Composer Paul Alexander and pianist Katherine
Hume explore the Spanish cultural concept of El
Duende, the inspiration driving the artist towards a
deeper connection with love, loss and the ancient
forces of the earth. This multi-media lecture-recital
will combine music for piano with poetry by Federico
García Lorca and visual images that connect listeners
to the themes and ideas embodied in the music,
featuring new works by Paul Alexander and
compositions by Alexina Louie.
http://www.secheltartsfestival.com/passion-forpiano

*Brains of elderly*
from Michael Townsend ACC Australia.
Elderly people have so much information in their brain that
it takes
longer for them to access it, scientists believe.
Older people do not decline mentally with age, it just takes
them
longer to recall facts because they have more information
in their
brains, scientists believe.
Much like a computer struggles as the hard drive gets full
up, so
too do humans take longer to access information, it has
been suggested.
Researchers say this slowing down it is not the same as

cognitive decline.
“The human brain works slower in old age,” said Dr.
Michael Ramscar,
“but only because we have stored more information over
time
“The brains of older people do not get weak. On the
contrary, they
simply know more.”
SO THERE!! We Are All Brilliant!

+"I sink in the depths, where. there is no foothold, I have
come to the deep waters"- Psalm 69:2
+"Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, 0 Lord."
Psalm 130:1
+"Deep calls to deep." Psalm 42:7
+"I called on your Name, O Lord, from the depths" Lamentations 3:55
You know you've reached this depth when:

The Africa Appeal
You can now send donations to either:
The Parish of St. Bride,
c/o 20895 Camwood Ave.
Maple Ridge, B.C. V2X 2N9
or
Parish of St. Columba,
c/o Box 894, Sechelt, BC, V0N 3A0

From Bishop Paul Hewitt of the Diocese of the Holy
Cross.

+you no longer need to be right,
+you can do something without needing anyone to
know,
+you can be content with the moment,
+you do not need to subject everything and everyone to
your spiritual S.A.T. Test,
+your mind does not need to be in charge,
+you do not brood over injuries
+you don't need the future to be better than today,
+you don't need to create self-justifying explanations,
+you can find truth on both sides
+you can fill in the gaps with the "benefit of the doubt"
for both friend and enemy
+you can critique by being detached from the critique
+you can live satisfied without resolution or closure,
+you are no longer attached to outcome
+you can let go, let God and let be
May you take up the Prayer Rope of St. Simeon Skete,
“Holding that by which you are held" - Phil.
3:12”©2014 Diocese of the Holy Cross | 2512 North
Beltline Blvd., Columbia SC 29204

If you have any questions about what happens during divine worship,
let us know with a short note to the editor (drm274@hotmail.com )
and we will try and give you the answer in the next Emerald Echo.

The Prayer Rope Has No Goal. Only Depth.
A prayer rope is like a rosary, and can be used to say the
Jesus Prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.” Father Seraphim writes,
“The Prayer Rope of St. Simeon Skete, Taylorsville,
Kentucky delivers us into this deep stratum where
distractions - need for control, worries, regrets and fears
make no sense and hold no interest whatsoever".

St Bride’s Mission
Mass at noon each Thursday, followed
by lunch and discussion:
‘The Imitation of Christ’
by Thomas à Kempis.
Location:
The Meeting Room at
St. Peter & St. Paul,
7772, Graham Avenue, Burnaby, V3N
1V4.

often have the habit of putting emphasis on those
things which directly affect us, whilst ignoring the ‘big
picture’ where by resolving our problems, we risk
exacerbating the problems of someone else, our
neighbour perhaps, or perhaps our neighbour in
another country far away? We need to be aware that
this sort of diversion from what really matters into
something that is perhaps transient is one of the
methods used by Satan to divert us from the true
path: it is like those thorns that St. Luke describes in
the story nof the sower and the seed: ‘And some fell
among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and
choked it.’
So I pray that you will use the time of reflection that
we quietly enjoy during the time when we prepare for
that new arrival on Christmas day, surrounded as we
are by so many businesses and stores which vie for
our business as they celebrate a purely secular
opportunity to make a profit as they approach the end
of the year: but they needs must take great care not to
become entangled in the thorns!
DRM+

News from Fr. David…
As we see the leaves turn red and golden, the harvest
from the garden coming to an end, we know that we
are not far from that season where we are called to
reflect on who we are in relation to our Father in
heaven and His Son, Our Saviour Jesus Christ: and as
we do this, we might consider the panoply of saints
and angels who accompany us as we proceed along
the pathway of time leading to the Nativity of Our
Lord, joyfully awaited.
It is that all of these, saints, mothers, confessors,
kings and queens, virgins and martyrs, doctors of the
church, apostles and evangelists, are alongside us as
we walk: they are in truth the ‘church expectant’,
ready to join with us in the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ, and a great solace to those of us who can learn
from the challenges and difficulties – even downright
cruelty, that they have suffered in their time, but
without losing their faith, so strngthening each of us
by their marvellous example.
As we reflect on their trials and tribulations this might
make some of our petty difficulties gain their true
dimensions, replacing the grave importance that we

The Africa Appeal
In the last issue of the Emerald Echo, I wrote of the
work still needed to complete the parish churches at
Fizi and Sebele in Congo. We have succeeded in
sending the bulk of the funds needed, but there is still

a

shortfall

of

some

$1500.

although the individuals had changed: as one died,
another seemed to step up to the plate!
But whereas this small group: the ‘Few in the TACC’
have ensured the growth, indeed the very survival of
these churches, the pool of resources which we can
call on is very small: and this month, we have been
unable to send the money which we had hoped for
the Diocesan Secretary salary in Congo, as well as a
small amount to be shared amongst the clergy in
Cameroon: a total of $600.

Now, thanks to one generous donor, we have been
able to send money for the church in Congo so that
they can renovate an earthquake damaged building
(photo above) in Bukavu which will serve as chapel and
diocesan offices until such time as funds are available
for the construction of a combined school, offices
and cathedral church.
Similarly, in Cameroon, we had hoped to send funds
so that Fr. Alphonse Ndutiye could have a small
house built on land the church owns, thus saving the
church money paid out in rent, which had become a
burden for the missionary diocese.

So, as we approach Advent, I ask you to keep the
needs of our brethren and sisters in Christ so that
they too can look towards a more joyful Christmas
where they can have enough to eat, where the rain
doesn’t pour down on them during the Eucharist, and
where
they
know
that
we
care.
DRM+

Bible Study New Topic starting soon!!
The group meets at the Ferguson’s, (T. 604-463-5300) on every
second & fourth Thursday
20895 Camwood Ave.., Maple Ridge
Topic: ‘The Acts of the Apostles’
Mass 7.00 pm, discussion to follow.

ALL SOULS’ MEMORIAL LIST
October

Bishop Garang in South Sudan has called me to see if
we had any response to our recent appeals, especially
as the flooding in South Sudan is once again severe:
but unfortunately I had no funds to send!
In our preparation for a report to Synod this month,
we wanted to see how the appeal was developing: to
our amazement, we realized that the number of
donors has remained steady at around 20 – 24,

1

Selina Ethel Roberts

3

Audrey Taylor

5

Ronald Todd

7

Bill Greenfield Priest)

9

Alan Dallas Greene (Priest)

11

Margaret Prudence Campbell

12

Harold Edgar Meckle

13

Elizabeth Ferguson

14

Kathleen Penn

23

Laura Palmer

27

Patricia J. Bishop

28

Dorothy Doherty

29

Walter Kermeen

November

December

1

Frances Ellenor Kermeen

3

Ellen May Harris

5

James H.F. Ferguson

5

Gerald Parrott

5

Martha Violet Roberts

5

Lillian Johnson

13

Gerald Kevin Connolly

14

William Mellish

17

Judy McFarlane

19

Alfred Adby

19

Gladys Cartwright

19

Geoffrey Harris, Jr.

20

George Ferguson

21

Geneva Burridge

1

Patrick Alice O'Dwyer

1

Elizabeth Wilkins

3

Daisy M. McLean

3

The Rev. John Antle

4

Doris Turner

7

Henry Ferguson

7

Doris Evans

10

Tom Emory

10

Enid Wilkin

11

Richard William Schuettge

12

John Vincent Connolly

12

Louise Dantu

18

Eva Collins

18

Andrew Edwin Harron

19

Arthur Orford Harron

20

Pat McLean

22

Bernice Evelyn McLean

22

Oswald Slattery (priest)

24

Sonja O'Donnell

25

Basil Dunell

27

Margaret Ellenor Connolly

28

Dan Bert Bosch

30

Mabel Emily Campbell

30

Margaret Mitchell (Rutherford)

31

Gertrude Mattie Corey

Services in October, November
& December 2014
St Bride

St Columba

October 5 Trinity 16
Mass
October 12 Trinity 17
Evensong Mass
October 19 Trinity 18
Mass
October 26 Trinity 19
Evensong Mass
November 2 Trinity 20 Mass
November 9 Trinity 21 Evensong Mass
November 16 Trinity 22 Mass
November 23 Christ the King Evensong Mass
November 30 Advent 1 Mass
December 7 Advent 2 Evensong
Mass
December 14 Advent 3 Mass
December 20 Lessons & Carols at St. Columba
December 21 Advent 4 Evensong Mass
December 25th Christmas Mass
December 28 Mass and Lessons & Carols at St Bride
Note:
th
October 12 Harvest festival
th
December 20 Festival of Lessons & Carols at St. Columba
th
December 28 Festival of Lessons & Carols followed by
Mass at St Bride
Midweek Mass:
Every Thursday at 12 noon, the St. Br ide’s Mission Mass is celebrated in
the meeting room of St. Peter & St. Paul, Burnaby. All welcome: lunch and
study group follows..
On the second and fourth Thursday at 7.00 pm, Mass & Bible study at the
Ferguson home: Camwood Avenue, Maple Ridge.

