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Recently, the Australian Missionary
Diocese of Australia & New Zealand
held an Episcopal synod, presided
over by our Archbishop Mark
Haverland: what follows are some
prescient words from Fr. Neville
Nixon, Rector of St. Benedict’s,
Brisbane:

Our Fathers in God
In the Book of Common Prayer, we find
these words at the beginning of services for the
making of Deacons, Ordination of Priests and
Consecration of Bishops, “Reverend Father in
God” or in the case of a Consecration, “Most
Reverend Father in God” as the candidates are
presented to the Bishop or Archbishop as the
case may be. As well as showing that calling
our Clergy ‘Father’ is not an un-Anglican
practice, they reveal something else which is as
relevant today as it was way back in 1662.
Bishops
are
not
primarily
administrators, though that is one of their many
tasks, but are to be loving fathers to the Clergy,
Religious and laity of their respective Dioceses.
It is an Apostolic task, not a managerial one.
They must teach as the Apostles taught; appoint
and Ordain Clergy to shepherd God’s people on
their behalf; discipline where necessary, as we
have seen recently, because a good Father in
God needs to ensure his spiritual children are
loved and cared for and taught the Faith; and

each soul in his care must always be in his
thoughts and prayers and the spiritual welfare
of each his great concern.
More could be said about the duties of
the Bishops of the Church, much more, but that
should suffice. It is not an easy task so it is the
duty of God’s people to pray faithfully and
regularly for our Bishops (and our Clergy and
the members of the Religious Orders too).
When a Diocese is blessed with a true
man of God, it has a wonderful treasure and the
people respond.
Some of us might still
remember the late Archbishop Reginald Halse
who held the See of Brisbane in the 1940s, 50s
and up until he died in the early 1960s and
perhaps some of us may have gone to at least
one of the services held in St. John’s Cathedral
at the time of his death.
I went up with a large contingent from
the office where I worship, who skipped lunch
and used the time to go to the arrival of his
coffin and prayers as he lay in state in the
Cathedral. Following the opening prayers,
Clergy commenced their watch and people
formed two long lines to file past the
catafalque.
Now, I am speaking of Anglicans.
Many were weeping and touched the great
purple pall over his coffin or kissed it. As this
was the early ‘60s’, a good number of women
wore those black mantillas that were
fashionable at the time and, be it said, not a few
men had also dressed for the occasion. What
was obvious clearly was the love and respect all

had for their late Archbishop. Ever since I had
met him when I was a small altar boy in
Gympie, he had made an impression on me so it
was not difficult to understand what was
happening. It may have looked like a scene
from Naples or Madrid but this was Brisbane
and these were Anglicans.
When the Anglican Catholic Church
parted ways with the Anglicans in communion
with Canterbury, there were many causes but
one major disagreement was the lax discipline
and teaching as evidenced in the words and
behaviour of many Bishops who had embraced
the spirit of the age with enthusiasm and were
in the process of causing great problems for
those who wished to follow the teachings of the
Church as they had come down to us. It was a
case of necessity, for from early days, the
Church had said that if a Bishop fell into heresy
then the faithful were duty bound to find the
nearest available right believing Father-in-God
and place themselves in his care. A reading of
the ‘Affirmation of St. Louis’ explains the
situation.
That is our origin and, as you know, we
will be welcoming our Archbishop to Australia
in May to chair our Synod and help us to
organize for the present and plan for the future
but this is not his only task. Above all, he will
be here to help us grow in the Faith and to
encourage us to spread the Gospel by our words
and works. It is as though we welcome an
Apostle to our midst because he comes to us as
a successor of those 12 men.
When he speaks, he will proclaim that
same faith as did Abp Halse and Abp Strong
and their predecessors in Brisbane but which
has now been badly eroded in our country over
the past 40 years in both the Anglican Church
of Australia and the Roman Catholic Church.
Our protestant friends have never known it but
many of them are also in the process of
throwing away what they had. So we will be
hearing and talking about the restoration of the
Catholic and Apostolic Faith, not of something
new but something that is our inheritance that

has come down to us from Our Lord and the
Holy Apostles and carries with it the
endorsement of generations of Saints.
That is cause for rejoicing and for
prayer in preparation for his visit. Further
information follows in this paper.

It is with great pleasure that I can
report about a telephone call from
Fr. Nixon after the synod (and the
Archbishop’s visit to St. Benedict’s) in
which Father expressed his profound
thanks to His Grace for the
encouragement and good counsel.
DRM+

Above is a photo of the Dome of Giggleswick School Chapel, in
Yorkshire, UK. (Fr. David sang in the choir many years ago!!)

Many of us have read and
listened to reports of the
work being undertaken by
Pope Francis, and have
admired the adjustments
which he has made in the
rule of the supreme
Pontiff, especially with
regard to his personal needs and accommodations:
this speech may enlighten us more with the
revelation of his contemplation.
MEETING WITH PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS
AND SEMINARIANS

ADDRESS OF POPE FRANCIS

Church of Gethsemane at the foot of the Mount of Olives
(Jerusalem)
Monday, 26 May 2014
“He came out and went… to the Mount of
Olives; and the disciples followed him”
(Lk 22:39).
At the hour which God had appointed to save
humanity from its enslavement to sin, Jesus came
here, to Gethsemane, to the foot of the Mount of
Olives. We now find ourselves in this holy place,
a place sanctified by the prayer of Jesus, by his
agony, by his sweating of blood, and above all by
his “yes” to the loving will of the Father. We
dread in some sense to approach what Jesus went
through at that hour; we tread softly as we enter
that inner space where the destiny of the world
was decided.
In that hour, Jesus felt the need to pray and to
have with him his disciples, his friends, those
who had followed him and shared most closely in

his mission. But here, at Gethsemane (above),
following him became difficult and uncertain;
they were overcome by doubt, weariness and

fright. As the events of Jesus’ passion rapidly
unfolded, the disciples would adopt different
attitudes before the Master: attitudes of
closeness, distance, hesitation.
Here, in this place, each of us – bishops, priests,
consecrated persons, and seminarians – might do
well to ask: Who am I, before the sufferings of
my Lord?
Am I among those who, when Jesus asks them to
keep watch with him, fall asleep instead, and
rather than praying, seek to escape, refusing to
face reality?
Or do I see myself in those who fled out of fear,
who abandoned the Master at the most tragic
hour in his earthly life?
Is there perhaps duplicity in me, like that of the
one who sold our Lord for thirty pieces of silver,
who was once called Jesus’ “friend”, and yet
ended up by betraying him?
Do I see myself in those who drew back and
denied him, like Peter? Shortly before, he had
promised Jesus that he would follow him even
unto death (cf. Lk 22:33); but then, put to the
test and assailed by fear, he swore he did not
know him.
Am I like those who began planning to go about
their
lives
without him,
like the two
disciples on
Left: Jesus and the two
disciples On the Road to
Emmaus, by Duccio,
1308-1311,
Museo
dell'Opera
del
Duomo, Siena.

the road to
Emmaus,
foolish and slow of heart to believe the words of
the prophets (cf. Lk 24:25)?
Or, thanks be to God, do I find myself among
those who remained faithful to the end, like the
Virgin Mary and the Apostle John? On Golgotha,
when everything seemed bleak and all hope
seemed pointless, only love proved stronger than
death. The love of the Mother and the beloved
disciple made them stay at the foot of the Cross,
sharing in the pain of Jesus, to the very end.
Do I recognize myself in those who imitated
their Master to the point of martyrdom, testifying

that he was everything to them, the incomparable
strength sustaining their mission and the ultimate
horizon of their lives?
Jesus’ friendship with us, his faithfulness and his
mercy, are a priceless gift which encourages us to
follow him trustingly, notwithstanding our
failures, our mistakes, also our betrayals.
But the Lord’s goodness does not dispense us
from the need for vigilance before the Tempter,
before sin, before the evil and the betrayal which
can enter even into the religious and priestly life.
We are all exposed to sin, to evil, to betrayal. We
are fully conscious of the disproportion between
the grandeur of God’s call and of own littleness,
between the sublimity of the mission and the
reality of our human weakness. Yet the Lord in
his great goodness and his infinite mercy always
takes us by the hand lest we drown in the sea of
our fears and anxieties. He is ever at our side, he
never abandons us. And so, let us not be
overwhelmed by fear or disheartened, but with
courage and confidence let us press forward in
our journey and in our mission.
You, dear brothers and sisters, are called to
follow the Lord with joy in this holy land! It is a
gift and also a responsibility. Your presence here
is extremely important; the whole Church is
grateful to you and she sustains you by her
prayers. From this holy place, I wish to extend
my heartfelt greetings to all Christians in
Jerusalem: I would like to assure them that I
remember them affectionately and that I pray for
them, being well aware of the difficulties they
experience in this city. I urge them to be
courageous witnesses of the passion of the Lord
but also of his resurrection, with joy and hope.
Let us imitate the Virgin Mary and Saint John,
and stand by all those crosses where Jesus
continues to be crucified. This is how the Lord
calls us to follow him: this is the path, there is no
other!
“Whoever serves me must follow me, and where
I am, there will my servant be also” (Jn 12:26).
(http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/spe
eches/2014/may/documents/papafrancesco_20140526_terra-santa-religiosi.html)

DEATH…
While walking along the sidewalk in front of
his church, our minister heard the intoning of a
prayer that nearly made his collar wilt.
Apparently, his 5-year-old son and his
playmates had found a dead robin.
Feeling that proper burial should be performed,
they had secured a small box, then dug a hole
and made ready for the disposal of the
deceased.
The minister's son was chosen to say the
appropriate prayers and with sonorous dignity
intoned his version of what he thought his
father always said:
'Glory be unto the Father, and unto the Son, and
into the hole he goes.'
Anon.

This season of Trinity brings summer breezes
and holidays: in the spirit of the season, this is:-

From the newsletter of the Sodality of St.
Edmund, in Kitchener/Waterloo:
ARAPROSDOKIAN
- Here is the definition:

St Bride’s Mission

"Figure of speech in which the latter part of a
sentence or phrase is surprising or unexpected;
frequently used in a humorous situation."

Mass at noon each Thursday,
followed by lunch and discussion:
‘The Imitation of Christ’
by Thomas à Kempis.

Example
"Where there's a will, I want to be in it."
“Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag you
down to his level and beat you with experience.”
“If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.”
“War does not determine who is right - only who
is left.”
“Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit.
Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.”
“Evening news is where they begin with 'Good
Evening,' and then proceed to tell you why it
isn't.”
“To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To
steal from many is research.”

The Africa Appeal
You can now send donations to either:
The Parish of St. Bride,
c/o 20895 Camwood
Maple Ridge, B.C. V2X 2N9
or
Parish of St. Columba,
c/o Box 894, Sechelt, BC, V0N 3A0

Location:
The Meeting Room at
St. Peter & St. Paul,
7772, Graham Avenue, Burnaby,
V3N 1V4.

News from Fr. David…

The Diocese of the Holy Trinity,
38th Synod, June 6th 2014
Newport Beach CA. USA.
I was invited to travel to Newport Beach (Orange
County, California), and, with the assistance of
the Missionary District was able to accept the
invitation, from Bishop Steven Scarlett and Fr.
Blake Schwendiman of St. Matthew’s, Newport
Beach, which was to attend the 38th Synod of the
Diocese, as well as to speak to a core group at St.
Matthew’s parish who have themselves expressed
interest in overseas mission work in the many
countries which comprise the Anglican Catholic
Church around the world.

Above all else, it was a great pleasure to worship
with & meet with so many of the clergy and laity
at synod: and to wonder at the good work done
in building these parish families to number in the
hundreds, yet from the same small base and fiscal
stresses that so many of our parishes have, and
do, experience.
Pray that the core group will become an effective
tool in the growth of our support for our
brothers and sisters in the church.
DRM+

The Lido, Newport Beach, where I stayed…

Bishop Scarlett, the Diocesan of the Holy Trinity,
is also the Executive Director of the Missionary
Society of St. Paul (MSSP), which is the global
mission arm of the Anglican Catholic Church in
the USA. The bishop has an interest in enhancing
the work of the MSSP by developing the on-line
presence through a dedicated website and an
active presence on ‘social media’: but all of this
can only be achieved by the development of a
team who are able to manage these activities:
after all, the Bishop in any Diocese has other ‘fish
to fry’, including, for Bishop Scarlett, the
rectorship of two parishes, one of which is in
Colorado, as well as the good stewardship of the
Diocese!

DIOGNETUS…..
THANKS TO Bishop David Chislett for finding this note from Friday April
21st 2006, 7:34 am

“Come, then, after you have freed yourself from all the
prejudices possessing your mind.”
We can take that line, from the second-century “Letter to
Diognetus,” as evidence that anti-Christian prejudice has
been with the Church from Day One. In the Roman
Empire of those days, pagans caricatured Christian
morality as prudery and mocked its mysteries as
nonsense. Christian religion was often confused and
conflated, in Roman and Greek accounts, with Judaism
and the myriad “mystery cults” thriving in Asia Minor at
the time.
But amid the babble and bigotry came a group of early
Church Fathers known as “the apologists.” Following St.
Peter’s counsel, they sought always to “be ready to give
an explanation to anyone who asks for a reason for your
hope” (1 Pt 3:15). Some, like Justin Martyr (c. 100-c.165),
spoke the highly technical language of the Platonist
philosophers, who were somewhat confused about the
Christianity they sought to refute. Others spoke to Jews,
and still others to the devotees of the mystery cults.
But one apologist offered a different method. He
produced a documentary of sorts — a vivid,
impressionistic account of how the earliest Christians
REALLY behaved. In the face of hatred, he showed a
community that lived in true love.
We don’t know his name, the author who wrote the
stunning “Letter to Diognetus.” But he was addressing a
high Roman official, and deferentially, assuming that the
great Diognetus was intelligent and open-minded (and,
certainly, that God’s grace was all-powerful).

St. Matthew’s altar

“I see thee, most excellent Diognetus, exceedingly
desirous to learn the mode of worshiping God prevalent
among the Christians, and inquiring very carefully and

earnestly concerning them, what God they trust in, and
what form of religion they observe,”
Christianity was a curiosity then, when this author set his
stylus to parchment. He refers to the Faith as “this new
kind of practice [that] has only now entered into the
world.” Most scholars say the “Letter to Diognetus” was
composed in the first half of the second century in Athens,
Greece.

First of all, he says, you can’t tell a Christian just by
looking. “For the Christians are distinguished from other
men neither by country, nor language, nor the customs
which they observe. They neither inhabit cities of their
own, nor employ a peculiar form of speech, nor lead a life
which is marked out by any singularity . . . [They follow]
the customs of the natives in respect to clothing, food and
the rest of their ordinary conduct.”
Christians blend in, he says — to a point.

The most venturesome scholars dare to attribute the letter
to the first known Christian apologist, St. Quadratus (died
c. 129), a bishop of Athens and a disciple of the Apostles.
There is almost no documentary evidence for this claim,
except that early Christian writers refer to a brilliant letter
that St. Quadratus wrote to the Roman Emperor Hadrian
around 124, in defense of the Faith.
And the “Letter to Diognetus” is nothing if not brilliant, in
both style and substance.
The letter assumes that its reader has heard, and
perhaps believes, many of the common rumors and
misunderstandings about Christianity. So the author is
careful to distinguish Christianity, first from the other
pagan religions, then from Judaism.
One obvious belief that set Christians apart from ordinary
Roman citizens was monotheism. Our first forebears in
the Faith steadfastly refused to worship idols. Yet other
citizens of the empire, the “Letter” points out were only
too willing to bow down before gods of silver, gold, brass,
wood and earthenware. In describing these idols, the
writer goes into some detail about six shrines, perhaps
describing specific temples in the city of Athens.
“Are they not all liable to rot?” he concludes. “Are they not
all corruptible, these things you call gods?” The author
points out that such polymorphous polytheism had
become a cynical and even contemptuous practice for the
Romans. Yet, he goes on, “you (Romans) hate the
Christians because they do not deem as gods” the idols in
the pagan shrines.
For their intransigent monotheism, and their reverence for
the Hebrew Scriptures, Christians were often called a
Jewish sect. The writer of the “Letter” acknowledges this
and praises the Jews for resisting pagan temptations. Yet,
he insists, Christians are NOT Jews. First, he says, the
“blood and the smoke” of the Temple sacrifices has been
surpassed by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Next, he points
out that the prescriptions of the Law and the rabbinical
tradition — regarding circumcision, diet and Sabbath
observance — were considered obsolete by Christians.
Yet, if Christians were not pagans and not Jews, who
were they? That is the subject of the final section of the
epistle.
In this section the author overwhelms his reader, not so
much with dogma, but with small glimpses of the
everyday life of the Church’s founding families.

Where they are set apart is in their charity for each other
and their upright moral behavior. Here, the “Letter” writer
makes more important distinctions.
Christianity did not, as some rumors claimed, entail
severe asceticism and universal celibacy. The “Letter”
explains that Christians, like everyone else, “marry and
beget children.” Yet they differ essentially from the merely
worldly because Christians reject immoral pagan
practices, such as abortion and infanticide. Christians “do
not destroy their offspring,” the letter states. Nor did
Christians sleep around, as the pagans did: “They have a
common table, but not a common bed.”
Christians are good for the economy and the social order,
the “Letter” claims. Believers, after all, “obey the
prescribed laws, and at the same time surpass the laws
by their lives . . . They are poor, yet make many rich.” And
good Christians don’t make trouble for the pagans, the
“Letter” writer seems to say, even though pagans often
make trouble for Christians. “They love all men, and are
persecuted by all. . . . they are insulted, and repay the
insult with honour. . . . When punished, they rejoice as if
quickened into life.”
Our author follows this with his most remarkable
statement: “To sum it up — what the soul is in the body,
Christians are in the world.” According to this ancient
Athenian, Christians, then, are the life-giving principle in
the world. You can’t see them — but without them, the
whole human enterprise is doomed.
“The soul is dispersed through all the members of the
body, and Christians are scattered through all the cities of
the world. The soul dwells in the body, yet is not of the
body; and Christians dwell in the world, yet are not of the
world. . . . The soul, when but ill-provided with food and
drink, becomes better; in like manner, Christians, though
subjected day by day to punishment, increase the more in
number.”
What gives Christians strength to live this way? The
“Letter” writer gives a brief, but breathless testimony to
the divine origin of the Christian faith. Without this faith,
he demonstrates, all humankind, through all history, has
dwelt in misery.
Then the “Letter” ends in the only way such a Christian
testimony can, with a plea to Diognetus (the debauched,
homosexual Emperor Hadrian?) for personal conversion.

“With what joy do you think you will be filled? Or how will
you love Him who has first so loved you? If you love Him,
you will be an imitator of His kindness. And do not wonder
that a man may become an imitator of God. He can, if he
is willing. For it is not by ruling over his neighbours, . . .
that happiness is found. . . . On the contrary he who takes
upon himself the burden of his neighbour . . . by
distributing to the needy, becomes a god to those who
receive.”
If Diognetus or Hadrian were not convinced, many more
would be. If not by a letter, then by the lives of so many
anonymous Christians. Just a few centuries after the
“Letter to Diognetus” was composed, the pagan West
passed away. Yet the “Letter,” providentially, lived on till
very recently.
Then, in 1870, the only surviving manuscript of the
“Letter” was destroyed. Today, perhaps the pagan West
is returning, and a billion invisible Catholics — the soul of
the modern world — must write the letter anew, now as
then, in the everyday details of their ordinary lives.

http://www.fathersofthechurch.com/2006/04/21/
diognetus-dont-ya-get-us/

Now, these brick walls were assembled and built by
the parishioners, so that they have made a
significant effort in the construction: andf they will
do the same for the necessary installation of
roofing frames and the roofing sheets which will
allow worship to be held with no fear of inclement
weather!
This is the church at St. Matthieu, Sebele:

The Africa Appeal
I have just received some photographs from Bishop
Steven Ayule-Milenge, who is in Kinshasa as I write,
on his way to make an Episcopal visit on behalf of
Archbishop Haverland to the Anglican Catholic
Church in Cameroon (Eglise Catholique Anglicane
du Cameroun) and the vicar general of that church,
Father Alphonse Ndutiye.
The photographs show the parish of St. Paul in Fizi:
this is the new building funded in large part by
moneys from Canada, but where there is a serious
lack especially in Congo where the rains are not
just heavy: they are incredible!

Bishop Steven writes that the cost to roof each
church will amount to $800 in concrete and steel
rebar and a further $2,850 for roofing sheets, nails
& etc.
For under $4000 each community will have a
secure church home for worship, for pastoral
counselling and for education: without the worry
that the building might fall down around you when
the rains start!
In Cameroon, there are 8 men to be ordained
priest at two separate service at St. André,
Ngoulemekong, Yaoundé and Nsimalen, where the

cathedral under construction. More on that event
later!!
If you can help, we look forward to hearing from
you: we have been sending $300/month to
Cameroon as a very modest stipend for the three
clergy: we’ll need extra support for when we have
one vicar general and eleven other clergy, even
when the community in the parish do their best to
make sure all clergy have food and shelter!
DRM+

Bible Study
The group meets at the Ferguson’s, (T. 604-463-5300) on
every second & fourth Thursday (from September 12th)
20895 Camwood Ave.., Maple Ridge
Topic: ‘The Gospel of St. Luke’
Mass 7.00 pm, discussion to follow.

If you wish to receive the Emerald Echo
electronically, please drop a note to the
editor at drm274@hotmail.com

If you have any questions about what happens
during divine worship, let us know with a short note
to the editor (drm274@hotmail.com )
and we will try and give you the answer in the next
Emerald Echo.

ALL SOULS’ MEMORIAL LIST
July 1
5

27

Thelma Anne Todd

Alfred Woolcock (Bishop)
Elizabeth Jane Ferguson

11

Douglas Palmer

12

James Corps (Priest)

15

Sydney J. McLean

15

Charles Parrott

17

Jerome Bond

17

Elizabeth Bond

21

Peggy Steacey

25

Ruth Whitworth

27

William Woroniak

28

Charles Lee Abbott (Priest)

29

Barbara Boake

29

Gertrude Todd

30

O'Neill Gaétan Côté (Priest)

30

Joyce Frances Lucille Fraser

31

Marion Maud Whalley

Services for July, August &
September 2014
St Bride

Aug. 1

Frederick Feilding Wilkins

7

Henry Nelson Campbell

10

John Livingston Campbell

10

Florence May Thomas

22

Henry Arthur Wellesley Ferguson

23

Brian Cowan (Priest)

23

Roland Palmer, SSJE (Priest)

23

Edward L. Wilkin (Archdeacon)

29

John Woroniak

7

July 6 Trinity 3
Evensong
July 13 Trinity 4
Mass
July 20 Trinity 5
Evensong
July 27 Trinity 6
Mass
August 3 Trinity 7
Evensong
August 10 Trinity 8
Mass
August 17 Trinity 9
Evensong
August 24 St. Bartholomew Evensong
August 31 Trinity 11
Evensong
September 7 Trinity I2 Mass
September 14 Trinity 13 Evensong
September 21 St. Matthew Mass
September 28 Trinity 15 Evensong

Mass
Mass
Mass
Mattins
Mattins
Mass
Mass

Henry Lyman Corey

1

Sept. 6

St Columba

Mary Ann Harron
Mary Eleanor Campbell

13

Rosalie Betty Adby

15

Edwin Parrott

20

Edward Whalley

22

Ray Roberts

22

Shirlie Barnett

23

Anne Taylor

26

John Kroeker

Midweek Mass:
Every Thursday at 12 noon, the St. Bride’s Mission Mass is celebrated in the
meeting room of St. Peter & St. Paul, Burnaby. All welcome: lunch and study
group follows. No midweek Mass on August 21, 28 & September 4.
In September: On the second and fourth Thursday at 7.00 pm, Mass &
Bible study at the Ferguson home: Camwood Avenue, Maple Ridge.

